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OSS Team

Professional Staff

• Joel Spiess, Director

• Maria Solis, Associate Director

• Jamie Kovtun, Scholarships Manager

• Cindy Reindl, Scholarships Manager

Student Staff

• Yasin Bah, Program Assistant

• Vacant, Program Assistant

Location: 262 Mellencamp Hall
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OSS Mission Statement

• Promote the recruitment, retention, and academic success of UW-Milwaukee 
students through effective implementation and execution of scholarship activities.

• Adaptability: positivity, enthusiasm, innovation, flexibility, focused on solutions

• Collaboration: leadership, communication, transparency, service to others

• Integrity: ethical decision-making, attention to detail, compliance, timeliness

• Diversity: college attainability, equity, inclusion, respect

OSS Core Values



OSS Purpose
OSS provides centralized coordination and resources for key functions for student scholarships at

UWM, including training, technology, assessment, community-building, policy, and communication.

OSS serves as the enterprise system administrator for the Panther Scholarship Portal.

In addition, OSS is the unit responsible for the following:

• Administering 90 university-wide UWM Foundation scholarship portfolios (totaling $1 million annually)

• Awarding institutional scholarship dollars (totaling approximately $4.5 million annually)

• Processing scholarships in collaboration with the Athletics Department ($4 million annually) and Graduate

School ($2 million annually)

• Processing more than 1500 external/private scholarships (totaling approximately $3 million annually)

• Administering Moon Shot for Equity retention grants ($550K annually) and similar enrollment-driven funding

campaigns and processing emergency grants issued by the Dean of Students Office

OSS also serves as a resource for campus units that award dollars to students for emergency funds and prizes.
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UWM Scholarships at a glance…

$22 million in scholarships administered annually

• $5 million (23%) is donor-funded; $11.8 million (54%) is institutionally funded

• 1 in 3 students receive a scholarship

• Average total scholarship award per student: $2,813

• $8.3 million (38%) is administered by OSS

950+ scholarship portfolios managed by UWM

50+ employees directly involved in scholarship administration

24 awarding units

• 14 schools/colleges

• L&S has more than 55 programs that award scholarships

• 9 unique units

• U-Wide, Athletics, DOS, CIE, RHC, etc.



scholarships.uwm.edu

https://uwm.edu/onestop/finances/types-of-financial-aid/scholarships/


https://uwm.edu/undergrad-admission/scholarships-aid/milwaukee-high-school-student-scholarships/


Panther Scholarship Portal

https://uwm.academicworks.com/








School/College
Scholarship 
Administrators

School/College Last Name First Name

BUS Baumgarten Liz

BUS Seidl Simone

BUS Wrench Andrea

CEAS Johnson Todd

CEAS Sharon Kaempfer

CHS Brondino Kate

CON Walk Michael

Honors Blaska Laura

Honors Fleck Laura

L&S Alba Deanna

PSOA Christman Rebecca

SARUP Stroschein-Taylor Tammy

SARUP Zahasky Emily

SFS Kaul Mallory

SFS Thiel Aaron

SOE/HBSSW Kaiser Michaela

SOIS Sadowski Angie

ZSPH Sandoval Analise



How can you help?

• Hang a scholarships poster or download/print flyers for your desk

• Add scholarships.uwm.edu to your action items for students following appointments

• Highlight scholarships.uwm.edu in your ongoing messaging/emails to students

• Ask your students if they have completed the Panther Scholarship Portal General Application

• Browse the Panther Scholarship Portal so you can speak to questions students have about 
scholarships in your unit

• Advertise unit scholarships at recruitment events
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