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Wednesday January 10, 2018
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Attendees:  Jason Anderson, Shannon Aylesworth, Dylan Barth, Tom Bjornstad. Nelida Cortes, Jim Hill, Aura Hirschman, Kevin Jahnke, Mary Knasinski, Jason Kuiper, Jen Murray, Brian Peters, Kim Pietsch, Barb Simon, Zack Steuerwald, Tiffany Thornton, Beth Traylor, Erin Wiggins, Sue Wolff, Sean Zettel
Approval of last meeting minutes—Approved with one correction.
Volunteer note taker – Mary Knasinski
Announcements: webinar recordings and upcoming webinars
a. 2018 CETL Teaching and Learning Symposium – January 11.  Dylan Barth mentioned that the symposium is CETL’s 3rd annual, with 65 presenters, 32 concurrent sessions, and over 250 registrations.  Peter Felton, Executive Director of the Center for engaged Learning at Elon University, is the keynote speaker. Beth and Aura will be doing a presentation entitled “Designing Courses for All Students: Accessibility Tips and Resources” at 3:30pm.
Chancellor Mark Mone joined the meeting at 10:30.  
b. He thanked the committee for its work and emphasized the importance of its assistance with policy implementation.  
c. He was interested to hear if the committee had followed up after the co-chairs met with him regarding web and media accessibility policy. The co-chairs discussed the committee’s Information Technology Accessibility policy draft, how it had been developed by the committee, circulated for approval thus far on campus (to the Provost, Legal, Policy Committee, etc.) and the upcoming meeting with Phyllis King to discuss feedback and concerns that have been offered thus far. Reactions to the draft policy are starting to be received, and feedback from the Libraries’ mentioned that there would be significant cost implications for converting all of its digital collections.  The committee will continue to gather additional feedback from other units and incorporate their concerns into the final draft.
d. Chancellor Mone acknowledged that disability needs to be included when diversity is discussed and he mentioned that accessibility issues will be a part of his plenary address on January 25. 
e. Kim Pietsch brought up that there is a need for an ADA/Accessibility coordinator on campus. The Chancellor stated that with 350 net positions eliminated since 2014, there is not budget support.  The Chancellor did not rule this out for the consideration in the next biennium budge in the future, but offered that we need to work with the resources we have for now. Shannon Aylesworth mentioned her research on the prevalence of this type of position at R1 research and Urban 14 universities and suggested that there could be campus liaisons in the interim, in different campus units, as well as UW System officers in this area. Shannon will be reporting more on this at a future meeting. The Chancellor expressed interest in receiving her report on the matter.
f. UWM will continue to address challenges in improving accessibility, including those associated with the older buildings on campus including the Union and the NWQ. 
g. A 2016-17 Annual Report is in the pipeline to send to the Chancellor in the next few weeks.
Canvas, UDOIT, and accessibility training – Dylan Barth presented with PowerPoint slides (see attached PP slides)
h. The campus is in the process of transitioning to the Canvas platform from D2L, and an implementation timeline was shared; Canvas will be available for all UWM courses starting in spring 2019.  D2l will be completely phased out in 2020.  David Delgado is the project manager.  Canvas training begins in Summer 2018, with “pioneer” courses starting in Fall 2018 and the final D2L courses in fall 2019.
i. There is an application that is being considered by campus and UW-System for Canvas called UDOIT (“Universal Design Online Content Inspection Tool”) which was developed by the University of Central Florida, with the purpose of identifying accessibility issues in Canvas content.  It’s available for free to UWM, and scans course content in Canvas, generates a report, and provides instructions on how to address accessibility issues.  These issues can sometimes be corrected immediately with the UFIXIT button in the app. The email for more information is webcourses@ucf.edu.  Note: there is a D2L accessibility HTML tool available on the D2L Home Page, as well as a program for webpages called WAVE - wave.webaim.org/.
j. In a collaboration between UITS and ARC, there will be online accessibility module training offered for instructors, providing resources and on-line workshops that will lead to an Accessibility Certificate.  The focus will be in two main areas, accommodations and Universal Design principles, and the program is set to launch in April 2018.   
Other updates:
k. The ADAAAC website is now up to date. Feedback is encouraged.
l. An “Accessibility link” is present on the bottom of the UWM home page, but no word yet if it’s going to appear on all campus department homepages.
Next meeting: Wednesday February 14, 2018 at 10 am in CUNNINGHAM 795. The Provost will join the committee from 10:00-10:30.
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