The Department of Spanish and Portuguese 

at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

invites applications for the

META M. STEINFORT SCHOLARSHIP
2017
Description: The Department of Spanish and Portuguese of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee wishes to announce the yearly award of the Meta Steinfort Scholarship in the amount of $1000. The deadline for applications is February 20, 2017. Applicants for the Meta Steinfort Scholarship may also apply for other Departmental awards, such as the Outstanding Undergraduate Scholarship.
Criteria. The Department will award a scholarship of $1000 to a successful applicant who:

(1) Is a junior or senior majoring in Spanish at UWM in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese or in the School of Education

(2) Has a total University GPA of 3.5 or higher

(3) Has taken at least two 300-level (or higher) courses in Spanish and/or Portuguese at UWM

(4) Has an interest in a career in education

All applicants must submit: (All materials may be submitted via email: birdsoto@uwm.edu)
(1) An application form 

(2) A letter of recommendation from an instructor in Spanish and Portuguese at UWM. The instructor should send the letter directly to Prof. Nancy Bird-Soto at: birdsoto@uwm.edu.

(3) A two-page, typed, and double-spaced essay in Spanish (essay topic provided on application form)

(4) An unofficial copy of undergraduate transcript from UWM (pdf).

(5) If applicable, an unofficial copy of undergraduate transcripts from up to two colleges and universities attended prior to UWM.

In addition, the Scholarship Committee may request an interview with the applicant.
Background: The Scholarship has been made possible by a provision in the will of Meta Mary Steinfort, Emeritus Professor of Spanish at the Milwaukee Extension of the University of Wisconsin, one of the predecessor institutions of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  After receiving her B.A. degree in 1904 from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Meta Steinfort taught Latin and German at Spring Green High School from 1904 to 1907.  She then taught German at Oshkosh High School until 1910, when she joined the faculty of Milwaukee State Normal School as a German teacher in the Training School.  In 1917 she obtained the Masters of Arts from the University of Wisconsin and began teaching Spanish at the Normal School in addition to German and Latin.  The summer of 1921 was the first of several in which she worked tirelessly to improve her knowledge of Hispanic culture by studying in several Spanish-speaking countries (Centro de Estudios Hispánicos, Madrid, 1921 and 1924; University of Mexico, 1931; University of Puerto Rico, 1935).  In 1928 she joined the Extension, from which she retired in 1952 after serving several years as Chair of its Spanish Department.  Professor Steinfort was active in professional and community affairs, having served as Secretary-Treasurer of the Wisconsin Association of Normal School Teachers, as Chair Vice-President, and President of the Modern Language Section of this Association, as Editor of the Wisconsin Modern Language Bulletin, and as Regional President of Zonta.
Deadline and format: All materials must be received by February 20, 2017. Materials must be Word documents, except for the unofficial transcripts, which may be in pdf. Please submit materials in person or via email to Prof. Nancy Bird-Soto (birdsoto@uwm.edu), Scholarship Committee, Department of Spanish and Portuguese.
