
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 

UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  

September 9, 2014 

Lubar N456 

1:00 pm 

 

Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), M. Anderson, M. Brondino, L. Hall, J. Reisel, L. Vanier 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:00 pm. 

 

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – Professor Yevgeniya Kaganovich and 

Associate Professor Lisa Moline joined the committee.  Kaganovich provided a brief 

history on the shuttles used to transport PSOA students between campus and the 

Kenilworth Building.  She reported there has been a significant reduction this year in 

shuttle service and faculty/staff as well as students not housed in the Residence Halls are 

barred from using the shuttles.  In response to concerns expressed about the issue, the 

Zilber shuttle has added stops at Kenilworth; however, they are too infrequent so it is still 

problematic.  Discussion ensued regarding centralizing shuttle service, Transportation 

Study recommendations and the need to present to the Senate, data on number of PSOA 

students/classes, shuttle ridership, remote campus locations, and short- and long-term 

plans/policies.  There was general consensus that a better short-term solution must be 

found for PSOA other than the Zilber shuttle. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of September 2, 2014 were approved as 

distributed. 

 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS
a
:  PROVOST JOHANNES BRITZ – Provost Britz reported the 

following: 

A. He will meet with Dean of Education Search Committee Chair Alinder tomorrow 

to discuss recommendations regarding candidates for on-campus interviews. 

B. He met with Nancy Mathiowetz regarding the ZSPH faculty meeting to get 

feedback. 

C. The Enrollment Policy on financial commitment by students was changed; final 

enrollment numbers should be available next week.  In addition, good progress 

has been made by the Enrollment Management group in using data-driven 

decision making. CEMAT met yesterday as well.  Topics discussed included 

graduate enrollments and setting priorities for the year.  Discussion ensued 

regarding greater collaboration, topics/priorities for the year, lack of filtering 

down of information to local areas, issues in day-to-day operations, travel 

department issues, and the strain of doing more with less funding. 

D. A joint financial/budgetary breakaway session will be held with the Deans. 

E. VC Van Harpen and Jerry Tarrer are looking into salary issues.  Schwartz 

reported he and Swarnjit Arora will be meeting with them.  Britz reviewed what is 

being done at Oshkosh to increase salaries. 

 

                                                 
a
 The Committee may go into closed session to discuss personnel matters according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) 



Per Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) it was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to go 

into closed session at 1:49 pm to discuss personnel matters, at which point Anderson 

recused herself and left the meeting.  At.2:03 pm Anderson returned to the meeting.  The 

committee rose from closed session at 2:15 pm and Britz left the meeting. 

 

PAUL SICKEL – Sickel gave background information on his role as the coordinator for 

the Wisconsin Coalition for Retirement Security.  He then provided a presentation of 

facts regarding the Wisconsin Retirement System (WRS), including the number of 

participants, its economic impact on the State, expected cost curve, comparisons to 

alternate defined contribution plans, threats of privatizing.and the potential effect on 

benefits and sustainability of WRS, the ETF study ordered by Governor Walker, and 

Senator Hansen’s Retirement Security Bill.  Sickel asked UC members to consider 

endorsing a petition for hearings on Senator Hansen’s bill, noting there are credible 

threats to WRS. 

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Schwartz reported the 

following: 

A. An orientation for new Deans is scheduled for 10 am, October 16.  Schwartz is 

unable to attend so Anderson will go in his place. 

B. He spoke with Interim Chancellor Mone regarding SAAP 2-30.  Mone agreed the 

Honorary Degrees Committee should review the document. Schwartz reported 

that S-31 will be forwarded to APC for review. 

 

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS  

A. Reisel attended an AAFEC meeting.  The committee has asked for data on 

faculty, e.g. those who have left and why, etc.  He noted Provost Britz will help to 

get departments to create handbooks; the template has not yet been distributed. 

B. Brondino reported the APBC has its first meeting on Thursday. 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. College of Health Sciences Dean Search Committee – Schwartz reported an 

announcement will be sent soon to CHS faculty asking for nominations to serve 

on the Search Committee.   

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS – None. 

 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

A. Future Meetings – No discussion.   

 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]: 

A. Update on pending personnel matters – A motion was made, seconded, and 

unanimously approved to go into closed session at 2:21 pm to discuss personnel 

matters.  The committee rose from closed session at 2:57 pm. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 pm. 


