
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 

UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  

August 26, 2014 

Lubar N456 

1:00 pm 

 

Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), M. Anderson, M. Brondino, L. Hall, J. Reisel, L. Vanier 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order at 

1:01 pm. 

 

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – None. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of August 12 and August 19, 2014 were approved 

as distributed. 

 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS
a
:  PROVOST JOHANNES BRITZ – Britz reported that the Board of 

Regents (BOR) meeting included an in-depth discussion of remedial education.  He will meet 

with Regents Farrow and Vasquez for further discussion.  Anderson briefly reviewed the math 

placement test and suggested the BOR and Deans should take it; it would be a useful tool for 

deep conversation needed on campus regarding remediation.  Britz suggested inviting Kyle 

Swanson to meet with the UC to provide an overview.  Discussion ensued regarding 

remediation needed by high school students and older returning adults, different levels needed 

and how to identify, need for stronger linkages with high schools, the System report on 

remediation, and adding remediation as an agenda item for the Provosts. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding student application and enrollment numbers, faculty and 

instructional academic staff numbers, the Marquette University initiative MKE Innovation in 

Milwaukee, and former Chancellor Lovell. 

 

Per Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) it was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to go into 

closed session at 1:43 pm to discuss personnel matters at which point Anderson recused herself 

and left the meeting.  At 2:09 pm Anderson rejoined the committee. The committee rose from 

closed session at 2:19 pm. 

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Schwartz reported the following: 

A. Paul Sickel (who had contacted him regarding WRS concerns) will meet with the UC 

on September 9, 2014. 

B. He spoke with Sue Weslow regarding use of private email reflectors and private email 

accounts.  She indicated if emails sent are related to university business even on private 

reflectors/accounts, they are still discoverable and subject to open records requests due 

to the premise that we are public servants discussing university issues.  There was 

general disagreement with this interpretation. 

 

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS  

A. Anderson reported she attended the meeting yesterday with the Chancellor Search 

Consultants.  She pointed out the fall general elections are very salient to the position 

being filled in a timely manner.  Schwartz responded that first tier interviews will be in 

                                                 
a
 The Committee may go into closed session to discuss personnel matters according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) 



late October so that timing may lessen the impact of the elections.  Discussion ensued 

regarding elections, the Legislature, effects on campus/budget, worries about 

privatization, and the political environment. 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. UC Committee Assignments for 2014-15 – Anderson volunteered to serve on the EBC, 

Reisel will serve on AAFEC, and Brondino will serve on APBC.  Schwartz noted that 

as Chair of the Chancellor Search Committee, he feels it is not appropriate to continue 

his regular individual meetings with Interim Chancellor Mone after the “best 

consideration date” for application submissions in late September; he has conveyed this 

decision to Mone.  Another UC member will need to be delegated to attend these 

individual meetings on behalf of Schwartz. Hall volunteered to serve in this role for the 

remainder of the fall semester. 

B. University Committee 2013-2014 Annual Report – The report was reviewed and 

changes suggested.  A motion to approve as amended was made, seconded, and 

unanimously approved. 

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS  

A. Follow-up Town Hall Meeting – Hall noted it appears people appreciate having the two 

meetings, particularly in regard to communication issues; however, if another is 

scheduled the UC must be clear on the purpose.  Discussion ensued regarding options, 

potential topics of discussion, need for research and understanding of topics before 

presenting, and mobilizing willingness and support. 

 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

A. Future Meetings – Schwartz indicated he will be away from campus several times 

during the fall semester. He will miss the UC meetings scheduled for 9/30, 11/4 and 

12/16 as well as the Senate meetings on 10/16 and 12/18.  He noted another UC 

member will need to act as Chair for those absences.   

 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]: 

A. Update on pending personnel matters – None. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 3:16pm. 


