
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  
March 10, 2015 

Lubar N456 
1:00 pm 

 
Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), M. Anderson, M. Brondino, L.  Hall, S. McLellan, J. Reisel, L. 
Vanier 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:02 pm and the agenda was approved as distributed. 
 

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – Professor Richard Grusin and Associate 
Professor Jasmine Alinder joined the committee.  Grusin urged the UC to put forth a 
stronger resolution to build upon the resolution already presented at the Senate; 
something that urges action. He reported President Cross had invited him to meet but 
Grusin declined and offered instead to have an open, public conversation; Cross 
responded perhaps that was something Faculty Reps. could organize. Discussion ensued 
regarding Grusin’s remarks/suggestions at the morning’s Campus Budget Meeting, a 
more emphatic approach to statements, the Board of Regents (BOR) and their recent 
actions, President Cross’ reactions, BOR membership and changes, actions that have put 
on pressure, concerns that if the Public Authority is not approved, what are we left with, 
unequivocal opposition by faculty/staff of repeal of Chapter 36, and recent signers of 
Grusin’s open letter to President Cross.  Grusin left the meeting at 1:23 pm. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of March 3, 2015 were approved as 
submitted. 
 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTSa:  PROVOST JOHANNES BRITZ – Discussion ensued regarding 
impressions of the BOR and their actions; President Cross; Chancellor Mone; pressure 
put on the BOR; potential scenarios and impacts; strategic/constructive resolutions; 
endorsement of the Madison resolution and sense that people perhaps want more; the 
need to foreground discussions with core beliefs in the value of education and draw a line 
in the sand; calling on others, such as the BOR and Administration, to join us in support; 
potential language for resolutions; opposition to the Public Authority proposal by some 
Legislators; and potential for a joint resolution with students. Alinder left the meeting at 
1:57 pm. 
 
Per Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) it was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to go 
into closed session at 1:58 pm to discuss personnel matters, at which point Anderson 
recused herself and left the meeting.  At 2:07 pm, Anderson rejoined the meeting.  The 
committee rose from closed session at 2:16 pm at which point Britz left. 

 
DIST. PROF. NADYA FOUAD – Distinguished Professor Nadya Fouad and Associate 

                                                 
a The Committee may go into closed session to discuss personnel matters according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) 



Professor Erik Timmerman joined the committee.  Fouad reviewed her position as 
Special Assistant to the Provost for Conflict Resolution, reformation of the Ombuds 
Council, and introduction of Timmerman as one of the faculty members on the Council.  
Found further reviewed the purpose of the Council, location, web site, and training 
received by Council members.  Fouad indicated recent work with individuals has related 
to the Code of Conduct.  She reviewed issues related to violations of the Code, including 
purview, enforcement, the need for a cadre of people to investigate cases, historical 
mechanisms to deal with violations, Legal Affairs opinions, climate issues, ensuring 
department sanctions are relatively equal to others, potential for abuse of power, how 
complaints are handled by the Council, the UC as an informal voice in the process, and 
the potential need to revise the current Code of Conduct to include language related to 
responsibility for enforcement. 

 
V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – None. 

 
VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS  

A. Brondino reported the APBC has scheduled an emergency meeting for Thursday 
regarding budget issues.  He also indicated a member of the CHS Dean Search 
Committee dropped off the committee and applied for the position after questions 
for the candidates were drafted by the committee.  He reported the committee met 
on March 9 to develop candidate lists.  Schwartz reported he made a plea with the 
Budget Planning Taskforce that they must have more meaningful consultation 
with the APBC.   

B. Hall noted the Budget Taskforce is made up mostly of members of 
Administration.  He reviewed discussions by the Communications Taskforce 
which included getting Chancellor Mone in front of external groups, an internal 
taskforce looking at ways to save money through the Student Association, Panther 
Advocates Action Group activities, overview of the web site, and social media.  
Discussion ensued regarding communications being sent to alumni and parents 
association. 

C. McLellan reported the VC for Research Search has been suspended.  Discussion 
ensued regarding Mark Harris, RGI funds, VC for Research responsibilities, 
funded research knowledge of resources, Innovation Park, Student Affairs issues, 
reorganization under prior Chancellor Lovell, the national trend of Administrative 
bloat, and reducing the number of schools/colleges to reduce Administrative 
costs. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Preparations for Faculty Senate Meeting – Language for two new resolutions 
were discussed.  Schwartz will send final versions to the Senate, informing them 
that he will be calling for a suspension of the rules to reorder the Agenda and to 
take up the new resolutions, along with two prior resolutions approved by the UC 
on behalf of the Senate, as the first items of Business. 

 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS – None. 
 



IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
A. Future Meetings – No discussion. 
 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]:   
A. Update on pending personnel matters – None. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 4:08 pm. 
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