
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  
February 3, 2015 

Lubar N456 
1:00 pm 

 
Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), M. Anderson, M. Brondino, L.  Hall, S. McLellan, J. Reisel, L. 
Vanier, guests Graham Kilmer and Sean Cornell 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order at 

1:02 pm and the agenda was approved as distributed. 
 

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of January 27, 2015 were approved as distributed. 
 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS:  VICE CHANCELLOR TOM LULJAK –UC members discussed the 
latest news articles regarding UW-System negotiations relating to Gov. Walker’s budget 
proposal.  Anderson pointed out these were going on a full month before Faculty Reps. were 
made aware of the situation.  Discussion ensued regarding criticisms expressed by faculty 
members, the need for the Board of Regents (BOR) to publicly reaffirm backing/need for 
shared governance, President Cross’s comments in reaction to Gov. Walker’s comments on 
workload, history of tone/strategies/actions of Cross and prior System Presidents, no 
confidence that UWM is at the table, and potential next steps. 

 
Vice Chancellor Luljak joined the meeting and reviewed Chancellor Mone’s activities over 
the last week in advocating for UWM.  Luljak reported Mone will now be focusing on two 
initiatives: 1) Mone & Luljak will be in Madison, meeting with Legislative leaders and 
members of the Joint Finance Committee.  Approximately 35 Legislative members have been 
identified as important to see; 2) Mone will meet with the editorial boards of the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel and the Business Journal.    
 
Luljak reviewed the budget approval process.  He indicated University Relations is working 
on setting up a Budget Information web site.  Schwartz asked whether University Relations 
staff could collect and post the numerous article links currently being posted on the UCNews 
web site; Luljak agreed they could do this as well as go out and search for additional 
news/links to post.  Luljak will share the web address with the UC once the site has gone live. 
 
Per Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) it was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to go into 
closed session at 1:42 pm to discuss personnel matters at which point guests Kilmer and 
Cornell left the meeting.  Luljak left the meeting at 1:58 pm.  The committee rose from closed 
session at 2:08 pm at which point Kilmer rejoined the meeting. 

 
V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Schwartz reported the following: 

A. The Distinguished Professors (DP) endorsed the UC/Senate Resolution then wrote and 
approved their own; it will be sent to Karen Herzog.    Anderson suggested the group 
needs a spokesperson to field media comments and deploy other DP members to speak 
to specific issues,  She noted the DP statement speaks to research aspects of the 



university mission; there does not seem to be a similarly organized group on other 
campuses. 

B. He asked how to respond to the WISCAPE request for blog postings.  There was 
general consensus to send the two recent UC statements for posting on their blog, as 
well as to alert the requestor to the existence of the UCNews web page. 
 

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
A. Hall reviewed organization of the UCNews web site.  Setup, structure, and potential 

changes were discussed.  Discussion ensued regarding difficulties in formulating a 
system-wide faculty statement, twitter hashtags and their purpose/use. 

B. Brondino reported APBC received an update from Britz on the budget situation.  
Brondino indicated the workgroup on graduate salaries had recommended that APBC 
push to have something set up for this in the next budget but this fell flat with the 
current budget situation.  Brondino will continue to push for the graduate assistant 
salary increases, noting if we have a research agenda we must do this adequately.  
Discussion ensued regarding commitment to research and the need to preserve it, lack 
of understanding of the role of the APBC by current members, the need for APBC to 
be proactive rather than reactive, responsibilities of the Chair, issues related to the 
SCE document originally put forward by APBC to the Senate, and the need for a 
comprehensive report to be presented to APBC on factors used in budget model 
simulations. 

C. McLellan reported the Vice Provost for Research Search is moving forward.  She 
noted she has strongly pushed for this Search to move forward as research must be 
preserved on this campus.  Discussion ensued regarding articulating the need for 
research in a document, including the Research Policy and Advisory Committee and 
the Distinguished Professors group in writing the document, and engaging these 
groups in the call for nominations for the VP for Research position. 

D. Vanier reported Rules meets this week.   He added that at the last meeting, members 
had asked about ways to bring all System Senates or UCs together; he understands it is 
too early to contemplate right now.  Discussion ensued regarding potential process to 
bring groups together, the purpose of doing so, and potentially doing virtually or at a 
BOR meeting. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Faculty representation for the Chancellor's Task Force on Sexual Violence Awareness 
and Prevention – Vanier volunteered to serve as UC Rep on the Task Force.  Schwartz 
will send out a call for volunteers for other faculty representatives. 

 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS – None. 
 
IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

A. Future Meetings – No discussion. 
 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]:   
A. Update on pending personnel matters – None. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 3:07 pm. 
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