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IN MEMORIUM-Professor Emerita Dorothy J. Ernst

Dorothy J. Ernst, Professor Emerita of History, died after a long illness on 5
February 2005. She was 88.

Dorothy was born in Milwaukee on 9 April 1916. After graduating from
Lutheran High School in 1933, she went on to the University of Wisconsin-Madison
where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 1937. In the fall of that year she transferred to
Smith College where she was awarded a Trustee Fellowship and received her MA degree
in 1938. Dorothy then returned to Madison to complete her graduate studies under the
direction of Paul Knaplund. During the academic year 1939-40 she held the Laird
Fellowship.  Her dissertation, “The Social Policies of David Lloyd George,” earned her 
the Ph.D. in 1942.

Dorothy’s first teaching position was at Stephens College in Missouri.  After two 
years, however, she returned to Milwaukee in 1944 as an Instructor in the UW-Extension
Division. She became an Assistant Professor in 1947, and, following the merger of the
Extension with Milwaukee State Teachers’ College to form UWM, she was promoted to 
Associate Professor in 1962, and full Professor ten years later. She retired in 1978.

Although an immensely private person, formal and reserved in her relationships
with others, Dorothy was a popular teacher and her classes had large enrollments. She
was a dedicated teacher who held to exacting standards of scholarship in the classroom.
Despite her trainingand early research in British history, however, Dorothy’s teaching 
responsibilities at UWM centered on post-World War I American history. Even though
she devoted most of her energy to these courses, Dorothy also had an interest in
nineteenth-century business and entrepreneurial history, and she published a number of
articles on these topics in the Wisconsin Magazine of History and Minnesota History.

Dorothy was known for her deeply felt religious convictions and strong family
ties. She was a member of St. James Ev. Lutheran Church, and she spent the last two
decades of her life as a resident of Luther Manor in Wauwatosa. She also took great
pride in her ethnic roots. She was born into a prominent German-American family, and
she maintained a close and lengthy association with relatives in Celle and Gifhorn,
Germany.
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