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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION
For

Professor Emeritus Robert Leo Coste llo

Robert Leo Costello, Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences, died on June 13, 2001 at the age

of 80. He was an active m ember of the Department of Botany (now B iologica l Sciences) at this Univers ity

from  1956 until his retirem ent in 1986. 

Robert Costello was born on May 12, 1921 in East Liverpool, Ohio, and received his elementary

and secondary education in that city. After graduating from East Liverpool High School in 1939, he

attended Kenyon College and received the baccalaureate degree in 1942. From 1942 to 1946 he served

as a surgical technician in the US Army. He was employed as an analytic chemist with the Pittsburgh

Crucible Steel Company from 1946 to 1948. In 1949 he continued his education at the University of

Michigan where he earned the degrees of M.S. (Forestry) in 1950, M.S. (Botany) in 1951 and Ph.D.

(Botany-Plant Physiology) in 1956. In 1956 he joined the faculty of the University of W isconsin-Milwaukee

as an Assistant Professor in Botany. H is services to th is University encom passed the rem ainder of his

professional life. At his retirement, he was honored by being designated Professor Emeritus of Biological

Sciences. 

During his tenure at this University, Professor Costello taught courses in Elementary Botany, Plant

Growth and Development, and Plant Physiology. Professor Costello was one of the original faculty

mem bers who developed the Honors Program for outstanding students. He participated in the program for

seventeen years, offering the Honors Seminars in Botany. He was an excellent lecturer, being very

effective in organizing and conducting large classes of students in elementary courses. His students found

him readily available for advice concerning classwork or career opportunities in Biology. Professor

Costello's instruction touched the lives of many students. It was unusual to go anywhere with him without

someone com ing up and saying "I had you for Botany 130 back in 19..". In 1963, he was selected by the

University Faculty Committee as the outstanding teacher of the year, and was presented the Edward and

Rosa Uhrig Award for this distinction. 
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In 1963, Professor Coste llo co-authored a General Botany Laboratory Manual that was widely

used in the University of W isconsin System . This publication was translated into Spanish (1969) for use in

Mexico, and a revised edition was published in 1971. Royalties from this publication were donated to the

Ruth W alker Memorial Fund for student scholarships. 

Professor Costello served two terms as Chair of the Department of Botany (1968-1970 and 1977-

1980), and was a member of many University Committees. Voluntarily, he advised student organizations

such as the Aldo Leopold Conservation Club, UW M Veterans Club and Delta Chi Sigma (local Honor

Science Society). He was a mem ber of many professional organizations, including the following national

societies: American Association for the Advancement of Science, American Society of Plant Physiologists,

Botanica l Society of Am erica, Society of Economic Botany and the Soc iety of the Sigm a Xi. 

In his retirement years, Professor Costello continued to serve the com munity. He was an active

member of the Friends of the Museum and served as a docent for Milwaukee Public Museum tours. He

tutored grade school students in reading skills at Hartford Elementary School. He was a member of the

Friends of the Library, Bookfellows of Milwaukee, Citizens Natural Resources Association and the

Botanical Club of Wisconsin. Dr. Costello financially supported many conservation groups including local

organizations in Milwaukee, W isconsin and East Liverpool, OH. 

Preceded in death by his parents, John F. Costello and Sara Massey Costello, six sisters and

three brothers, he is survived by several nieces and nephews. 

Professor Robert Costello was a warm and pleasant person who always carried out his

responsibilities with thoroughness and dignity. He was an avid reader of current biological literature and

often helped colleagues with problems involving his discipline of biology. Colleagues, students and friends

mourn the pass ing of this excellent teacher and good friend. 

Peter J. Salamum 

Thomas P. Schuck 
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