
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
1 December 2009

Lubar N456
1:00 pm

Present: C. Walker (Chair), T. Jen, M. Kunert, M. Parsons, M. Schwartz, W. Velez, Maria
Gajdardziska-Josifovska

I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order at
1:00 pm and the agenda was approved as distributed.

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD (not longer than 15 minutes) – please see IV.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES. Minutes were deferred until the next meeting

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS: Secretary of the University Trudy Turner and Dean Colin Scanes came to
request the Committee’s input on which rules for Distinguished Professor processing would be
applicable to the current group under consideration. The committee considered the status and
timing of the submissions and made recommendations as to which set of rules applied to the
existing faculty applicants.

Secretary Turner brought to the attention of the committee that two senators had failed to attend
any senate meetings this fall: Maria G-J, and Krishna Pillai. Turner will send emails to both
regarding status and attendance. Gajdarsdziska-Josifovska stated that she had not attended the
Senate meetings because she had a teaching schedule conflict.

Secretary Turner also brought to the committee a request of Women’s Studies to amend UWM
Policies and Procedures to accommodate the program’s goals for an executive committee and
joint appointments. The committee concluded that no change to UWM Policies and
Procedures (specifically Chapter 4) would accomplish what Women’s Studies wanted:
designation as a department-like body for Women’s Studies. Instead, the committee
recommended that they should consider writing a campus policy that would be included in the
SAAPs to identify that a “department like body” would be considered the equivalent of a
department.

SSEA members Lee Ann Garrison and Margo Anderson came to discuss the SSEA procedure
changes that were presented at the November Senate meeting but were returned to committee
for additional work. Discussion included: the process as currently written; the intention of the
changes presented to the Senate in November (providing a reporting mechanism from the
subcommittee to the Senate to confirm closure of the process and present it in closed session);
inclusion of language for purposes of closure and assurance that the integrity of the process was
intact (i.e., the report was sent to the appointing authority and discussed with the individual
being reviewed). Also discussed was what to do for those administrators who leave before the
review report is finalized.

V. CHAIR’S REPORT. Walker updated the committee on the activities of the Graduate School



Reorganization Working Group. The committee has met regularly for the past several weeks
and is discussing among other things the reporting lines for the Dean and Vice Chancellor for
Research as part of the reorganization. There has been some sentiment expressed within the
working group for waiting to reorganize until after a new provost is selected. No conclusions
or consensus to date.

The UC discussed the ballot for the faculty senate on which senators could indicate the priority
of planned construction. The ballot would be redrafted editorially and presented to the Senate
at the next meeting but not for vote, only for further consideration. The December Senate
meeting would be lengthy with the current agenda, and the topic of construction priorities for
the ballot would be presented by Walker during her Chair of the UC report.

The committee also discussed the upcoming lunch with BOR President Pruitt and the type of
information that they would like to present. Marcia Parsons presented information regarding
the erosion of financial support by the State to UWM for students and explained that five years
ago our state contribution per student was closer to UW Madison and now it is closer to that
provided for students at the comprehensives.

VI. MEMBERS REPORTS. Additional comments regarding the activities of the Graduate School
Reorganization Working Group were made by Maria G-J

VII. NEW BUSINESS.
A. Required form for policy revisions. Secretary Turner will provide document to the

committee.
B. Written Ballot for Next Senate Meeting (see V. Chair’s Report above)
C. Distinguished Professors (see IV, Special Guests above)

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
A. Graduate School Reorganization (see V. Chair’s Report above)
B. Appointments to Faculty Standing Committees. None

IX. PERSONNEL MATTERS. The committee went into closed session according to Wisc Stats
19.85 (1) (f) at 1.10 by unanimous vote; committee came out of closed session at 1.30 by
unanimous vote.

X. ADJOURNMENT. The meeting adjourned at 4.15p.m.


