
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  
November 27, 2012 

Lubar N456 
1:00 pm 

 
Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), L. Hall, M. Keyes, J. Lyons, M. Parsons, R. Strickler 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:00 pm and the agenda was approved.  
 
II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – None. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of November 20, 2012 were approved as 

distributed. 
 
IV. SPECIAL GUESTS:  STATE SENATOR CHRIS LARSON – Senator Larson and his 

aide, Shannon Powell, joined the committee.  Parsons expressed concerns regarding an 
announcement on public radio that the main aim of Governor Walker this year will be to 
address problems with the mission of UW-System; she asked Larson for insights.  He 
responded that the Governor wants to shift to a funding mechanism based on outcomes, 
though at this point plans are very vague.  He reported that Powell is following the issue.  
He also pointed out that no action has been taken on the recommendations for more 
flexibilities made by the UW-System Task Force.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding inclusion of the Task Force recommendations in the UW 
budget proposal and DOA objections to some of them, comparison of funding for UWM 
vs. Madison and other campuses, need for authority to address salary issues, the need to 
build up a coalition and put forward a cohesive message, feelings of some that too many 
people are being steered to college rather than trades, remedial courses and retention/grad 
rates, importance of direct connections of constituents to Legislators to get message out, 
Madison split-off issues, potential for additional differential tuition and subsidizing 
certain programs which have clear career paths/jobs,  potential pushback from 
institutions, lack of resources to teach needed courses, and need for flexibilities for hiring 
and salary adjustments.   
 
Larson indicated January 7 is the start of the Legislative session.  He noted much time 
will be spent on budget discussions.  The Legislature will get the budget in March; until 
then, all is speculation.  The budget must be passed by the end of June.  Additional topics 
discussed included the open mining bill, voter suppression and the impact of same day 
registration, a new version of the voter ID bill, a potential bill to correct Act 10 mistakes, 
slashing revenues by changing the way income taxes work so burden will be pushed onto 
the universities, cities and counties, characterization of Larson by Republicans, issues 
related to elections, building coalitions and making the public aware of issues, and MPS 
teacher and UWM faculty exodus. 



 
V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENT - Schwartz reported the following: 

A. UWS President Reilly is unable to attend today’s UC meeting; he will be 
rescheduled. 

B. There have been some oddities with the new Athletic Director Search which he 
briefly reviewed.  He reported he has discussed the issues with both the 
Chancellor and Provost and changes were made.  He will continue to monitor the 
situation. 

C. He attended the Chancellor’s Extended Cabinet meeting on Monday. 
D. The de novo Review Committee met yesterday in open session as requested by 

the candidate.  He outlined the proceedings, noting Committee member 
discussions were thorough, and indicated members were instructed to mail in their 
ballots.  Ballots will be opened and tallied by Schwartz and Hall. 

 
VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS 

A. Lyons reported the PSOA Dean Search met to discuss qualifications desired.  
They’ll meet again next Tuesday to finalize.  She believes a search firm has also 
been selected. 

B. Strickler reported a Parking & Transit Study Review Committee was formed to 
review study bids.  Discussion ensued regarding issues related to running of 
governance committees, fees for parking at off-campus sites and the need for a 
policy on it, the suggestion that discussion of proposed fees should be brought 
before the Senate, dynamics of PEC meetings, student proposals regarding their 
parking in Klotsche and NWQ and issues related to BOSS and UPass.  

C. Hall reported Tanya Joosten presented information on MOOCs at the Emerging 
Education Advisory Council meeting.  He noted discussion included social 
networking, acquiring an add-on for D2L, how to facilitate access, the possibility 
for using MOOCs for full program delivery or a 5-week orientation course to 
potentially convert to credit, using MOOCs to share research, and our strategy for 
use.  He indicated there was then a live stream with UW-LaCrosse regarding their 
development of a remedial math course.  In addition, he reported he had signed up 
on Coursera, noting there were a lot of fascinating course, and challenged UC 
members to sign up as well and review the course offerings.  He pointed out the 
importance of knowing how things look/operate when discussing the issues. 

D. Keyes reported the SA Finance Committee met Wednesday and plans to meet 
monthly through the end of the year.  She also reported that a meeting for the 
Joint Shared Governance Workgroup, who is to assist with moving the Student 
Association forward, keeps getting rescheduled.   
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS – None. 
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS  
A. Palermo’s Pizza update – Schwartz reported the NLRB ruling has not provided 

clarity on the Palermo’s issue.  He briefly reviewed the ruling.  With that being 
the case, he’d like to provide people with an opportunity to debate/discuss the 
issue and suggested putting forward a resolution to the Senate.  Discussion ensued 



regarding language of the resolution and interpretation of the NLRB ruling.  
There was unanimous endorsement of the following resolution to be placed on the 
December Senate agenda: 

“We affirm the right of American workers to choose to be 
represented by a union.  In the case of Palermo’s Pizza, we 
urge both parties to come to a mutually agreeable solution as 
soon as possible.” 

 
IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

A. Future Meetings – Schwartz announced he will be out of town next week so 
Parsons will chair the UC meeting. 
 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]: 
A. Update on pending personnel matters – None 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 4:05 pm. 
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