
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 

UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  

November 22, 2011 

Lubar N456 

1:00 pm 

 

Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), B. Holahan, M. Kunert, D. Misra, M. Parsons, R. Strickler, C. 

Walker 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:05 pm and the agenda was approved as distributed.  

 

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – None. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of November 15, 2011 were approved as 

distributed. 

    

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS
a
:  CHANCELLOR MICHAEL LOVELL – Chancellor Lovell 

introduced Nisreen Abu-Salim who was shadowing the Chancellor as she had won the 

Chancellor for a Day prize during his Inauguration Week events.  He described their 

activities for the day.  A brief discussion ensued regarding the announcement about 

campus reorganization of various divisions and issues related to purchasing.   

 

Schwartz reported on the UC meeting with Regent Falbo, indicating it went well and 

noting Regent Falbo is knowledgeable and interested in campus.  Discussion ensued 

regarding the budget lapse including the unknown amount and what was 

counted/exempted, the Chancellor’s testimony, the relationship between lack of 

investment in education and increasing demand on prisons, the disconnect in 

acknowledging the direct correlation between education and economic development, the 

need for advanced manufacturing and industry for long-term growth, expectations of the 

technical colleges, moving jobs where cheaper, public school problems, skills/orientation 

toward trades, and national economic growth vs. Wisconsin economic growth. 

 

Strickler reported the PEC wants a comprehensive transportation plan.  Lovell responded 

he has been discussing this issue with Holahan, Mayor Barrett and County Executive 

Abele.  Discussion ensued regarding campus parking issues and potential solutions.  

Holahan reported that a proposal is being worked on and a presentation will be made 

once the proposal is completed. 

 

Additional topics brought up by Strickler and discussed included 1) issues related to 

bringing in international faculty/guests/students; 2) issues related to post-doctoral fellows 

contracts; they are not state employees; 3) issues related to RGI, the need to raise the 

reputation of UWM to increase funding, the need to allow RA appointments, the need to 

split the RGI program to recognize differences in disciplines/programs, and the need for a 

study of the RGI program.  Lovell suggested charging the Graduate School Associate 

Deans with coming up with alternatives.  Walker suggested adding RPC as well; 4) if 

SPH is primarily serving graduate students, why are they being given a campus location.  

                                                 
a
 The Committee may go into closed session to discuss personnel matters according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) 



Lovell agreed this was a good point to consider, especially with our current space issues. 

 

Per Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) it was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to go 

into closed session at 2:01 pm to discuss personnel issues at which time Ms. Abu-Salim 

left and Misra recused himself and left.  The committee rose from closed session at 2:13 

pm and Abu-Salim and Misra rejoined the meeting. 

 

Lovell reported the figure for the budget lapse will not be decided until January.  

Discussion ensued regarding potential problems related to this, supply & demand, deficit 

spending, raising taxes, and Republicans vs. Democrats. 

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Schwartz reported the 

following: 

A. Representative Sandy Pasch had to cancel meeting with the UC today due to 

legislative activity.  She will be rescheduled. 

B. He will be attending a conference in New Zealand December 1-10.  Parsons will 

chair the UC meeting on 12/6; Walker will attend the Faculty Reps meeting on 

12/2 in Schwartz’s place. 

C. He received the list of faculty approved for sabbatical leave for 2012-13.  

D. Due to inconsistency in wording on the GER requirements discussed at the Senate 

at the October and November meetings, Codification has been asked for 

clarification and will review and make determination as to the proper language to 

use.  If any Senator wants to propose changes to the GER document language, it 

will be addressed as a separate motion. 

 

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS  

A. Parsons reported the Search Firm is working on recruiting candidates for the 

Provost Search.  Recruitment by Search Committee members was briefly 

discussed. 

B. Misra attended a GFC meeting.  He reported that Interim Dean Yu indicated the 

Graduate School Grievance Procedures is close to final form.  Schwartz pointed 

out this was being developed as there no longer is a TA Union.  A brief discussion 

ensued regarding the graduate student membership on the committee developing 

the procedures.  There was general consensus it should be a graduate student 

employee rather than just any graduate student; Misra will look into this.  

Schwartz reported the Grad School will also be creating a taskforce to look at 

stipends; the recommendations, which should be data driven based on peers, 

should be reviewed by the RPC & GFC prior to coming before the Senate.  Misra 

also reported formation of a Graduate School Advisory Council is in process, a 

thesis e-submission process will be started this summer on an experimental basis, 

and Interim Dean Yu is discussing a funding model for the Grad School with the 

Provost and Chancellor. 

C. Strickler reported the PEC discussed a solar panel site owned by MATC which is 

to be moved near the Capitol Dr parking site.  Discussion ensued regarding cost, 

energy savings, and cost effectiveness.  He noted students will be presenting a 

proposal on Pavilion parking.  He also reported the Transportation Subcommittee 

did not approve of the parking increases proposed. 

D. Walker reported the Budget Model Subcommittee will be meeting tomorrow.  

 

 



VII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. December Commencement – Schwartz reported that when VC Luljak discussed 

December Commencement speakers, there was general consensus from the UC 

that it would be good to have a faculty speaker; Luljak now has a 

recommendation for the speaker.  Schwartz asked whether the UC would like to 

make a separate recommendation.  Walker pointed out that the UC had agreed in 

principle but that a decision should be made in a collaborative way.  Discussion 

ensued regarding the process used, timing issues, and opening the process to 

nominations from campus in the future.  A motion was made, seconded, and 

unanimously approved to recommend Anne Basting as speaker, but if she’s not 

available, Marc Levine should be considered as speaker.  

B. SPH Executive Committee augmentation request – The augmentation request was 

reviewed; there were no objections.   

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS  

A. Focal Topics for 2011-2012 – No discussion. 

B. CEAS Dean Search Committee – Two additional faculty names were considered 

and approved for potential addition to the search committee. 

 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

A. Future Meetings – No discussion. 

 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]:  

A. Update on pending personnel matters – None. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 3:07 pm. 


