
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 

UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  

June 4, 2013 

Lubar N456 

1:00 pm 

 

Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), L. Hall, M. Keyes, J. Lyons, D. Misra, M. Parsons, and guests M. 

Anderson and J. Reisel 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:03 pm and the agenda was approved as amended. 

 

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – None.  

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of May 21, 2013 were approved as 

distributed. 

 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS:  NONE 

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENT – None. 

 

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS – None. 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Proposed Legislative Actions on UW-System 2013-15 Funding – Schwartz 

reviewed his response to an email sent by D. Petering regarding System funding 

issues as well as history/email exchanges between Schwartz and Journal-Sentinel 

Editorial staff, Senator Larson, and Representatives Pasch and Richards.  

Discussion ensued regarding the upcoming Regents meeting, Regent & System 

response to recent Legislative actions/proposals including cuts tailored to the size 

of System reserves, concerns regarding how System will use reserves to cushion 

the cuts, the tuition freeze, potential for change in System President as well as 

historical process and actions, the manufactured crises, state and national politics,  

Governor appointment of Regents, issues related to the UPS system, loss of 

ability of Regents to set pay plans, how to pay for operating/maintenance costs of 

new buildings, and agreement that Chancellor Lovell has offered strong responses 

regarding UWM’s carry-forward balances. 

 

Schwartz indicated he has been sending emails and will report to the Senate (in 

the Fall) on actions taken by the UC in response to articles and reports regarding 

budget/funding issues but campus faculty are not currently aware of these UC 

actions.  He asked the group what they thought would be the best way to 

communicate with faculty on the issues and actions taken.  Hall commended 

Schwartz on his advocacy work but pointed out things only get done when there is 

institutional will to do so.  Discussion ensued regarding engaging faculty and 



building local unity, history of 80s/90s and impacts on campus, potential 

problems with making letters/emails public and agreement that since issues relate 

to policies it belongs to public discourse.  Hall volunteered to set up a WordPress 

blog site to post information to.  Discussion ensued regarding the potential for a 

continuing series in the Journal-Sentinel written by each of the Deans highlighting 

their school/college contributions to Milwaukee and the State, developing a media 

campaign to change public perception as to the importance of UWM to the region, 

potential issues with using the UWM Faculty email list, the need for historical 

context that’s pertinent to the current situation, and issues related to creation of 

MORFS and its relationship to PROFS. 

B. Revised Graduation Dates – Schwartz reported the Academic Policy Committee 

(APC) had voted to change the 2013 and 2014 December graduation dates due to 

unavailability of the US Cellular Arena on the originally scheduled dates.  A 

motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved to accept the December 

dates approved by APC. 

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS - None 

 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

A. Future Meetings – The next meeting is scheduled for 6/18/13. 

 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]: 

A. Update on pending personnel matters – At 2:24 pm Anderson and Reisel left the 

meeting and a motion was made,  seconded, and unanimously approved to go into 

closed session at which point Misra recused himself and left the meeting.  The 

committee rose from closed session at 2:28 pm. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 2:28 pm. 


