
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  
May 7, 2013 
Lubar N456 

1:00 pm 
 
Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), L. Hall, J. Lyons, D. Misra, M. Parsons 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:01 pm and the agenda was approved. 
 
II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – Secretary of the University Trudy Turner 

joined the committee to discuss technical and legislative components of potentially using 
Skype to attend Faculty Senate meetings if a senator could not attend in-person.  She 
indicated there are glitches in the Skype system which limits its use for the Senate and 
noted that a specific email address would need to be set up in order for a person to vote.  
She reported that her staff had also investigated a number of universities and legislatures 
which allow Skype/telecommuting and reviewed some of the rules associated with and 
limitations to its use.   She pointed out that the Senate schedule is set up and posted one 
year in advance.  She indicated rules could be set up but additional research would need 
to be done; if the UC would like to take the issue further she suggested it go through 
Codification.  Schwartz responded that the UC would discuss and get back to Turner.  
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of April 23, 2013 were approved as 
distributed; those of April 30, 2013 were approved as amended. 
 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTSa:  PROVOST JOHANNES BRITZ – Numerous topics were briefly 
discussed including issues related to a potential UWM campus in China, homeland 
security/FBI required checks on international students, student protest against Palermo’s, 
construction inside the Union, UC/EBC recommendations regarding a potential pay plan, 
potential legislative action on tuition and the UW-System budget, overload payments, the 
Chancellor’s messages and Journal-Sentinel Op Ed articles regarding carry-forward 
funds, accrediting body requirements, the need for flexibilities  and likelihood of being 
given additional authority, the DOA/State proposal to control full authority over all 
buildings even if donated, and Academic and Space planning. 
 
Per Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) it was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to go 
into closed session at 1:58 pm to discuss personnel matters.  The committee rose from 
closed session at 2:27 pm. 
 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENT –Schwartz reported the following: 
A. Jon Welstead is willing to be nominated to Chair the Rules Committee for next 

year. 
B. He will contact Interim VC Robin VanHarpen for follow-up on security issues. 

                                                 
a The Committee may go into closed session to discuss personnel matters according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) 



C. Regarding the earlier discussion with Turner regarding Skype, Schwartz 
concluded that missing three Senate meetings in a row did not occur often enough 
to make it an issue.  There was general consensus and Schwartz indicated he 
would inform Turner that the UC is not interested in pursuing changes. 

 
VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS  

A. Misra reviewed questions BMW Group Open Forum participants were asked to 
respond to along with the data collected from them.  The next BMW Group 
meeting is scheduled for 5/16/13 and there will be two additional meetings over 
the summer to explore inputs and outputs.  Discussion ensued regarding the 
current budget model and lack of knowledge about it. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  
A. Faculty Senate Meeting – The draft UC Report to the Senate was reviewed and 

edited.  Schwartz will forward a revised draft to UC members for review. 
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS - None 
 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
A. Future Meetings – The summer meeting schedule was discussed.  Tentative 

meeting dates are 6/4, 6/18, 7/2, 7/16, and 7/30.  No meetings will be held the first 
two weeks of August; regular weekly meetings will resume on 8/20/13. 
 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]: 
A. Update on pending personnel matters – A motion was made, seconded, and 

unanimously approved to go into closed session at 3:09 pm.  The committee rose 
from closed session at 3:13 pm. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 3:13 pm. 
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