
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  
May 1, 2012 
Lubar N456 

1:00 pm 
 
Present:  M Schwartz (Chair), B. Holahan, D. Misra, M. Parsons, R. Strickler, C. Walker 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:05 pm and the agenda was approved.  
 
II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – Student Association (SA) VP Sana Khan 

joined the committee.   She reported 1) the gavel will be passed to the new President & 
Vice President at the next SA meeting; 2) the SA is looking into information regarding 
students leaving/transferring from UWM; 3) she will not be in the SA next year but may 
ask if she can continue to represent the SA at UC meetings next year.  A brief discussion 
ensued regarding representatives who are to attend the Special Legislative Task Force 
meeting next week. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of April 24, 2012 were approved as amended. 

    
IV. SPECIAL GUESTS: STATE REPRESENTATIVE SANDY PASCH – Schwartz reported 

he would be representing the faculty at the Special Legislative Task Force meeting, noting 
it was unclear as to what type of message to give to the group that they would listen to.  
Representative Pasch indicated her background was in academe where decisions are 
driven by facts/research; however the current Legislature seems more driven by emotion 
and short sound bites.  Discussion ensued regarding state controls,  money/contributions, 
apparent lack of support for driving the Milwaukee economy and the education system, 
review of Task Force members, how people are elected, people being misinformed, 
redistricting, and the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC). 
 
Pasch recommended that Schwartz should push the issue of jobs and the economy and get 
business leaders to support this.  Schwartz responded that aspects of UWM are like a 
business; we need the tools to allow us to be successful.  Discussion ensued regarding 
supposed flexibilities given to System, using business lingo and relating things to 
constituent’s children, potential effect of no support to various System campuses, Madison 
vs. Milwaukee funding, tuition, the need for flexibilities and giving examples, discussing 
business principles and referring to the Goldwater Report, Special Legislative Council 
Committees, issues related to recruitment, morale, and losing our best and brightest, and 
recall issues. 
 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Schwartz reported he had 
received an email from PEC Chair LeRoy Stoner which he forwarded to the Chancellor 
regarding establishing the Special Campus Task Force on Transportation.  He met with 
Stoner this morning to discuss parking and transportation issues. 
 

 



VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS  
A. Misra reported Rules had met and set agendas for the May 8 and May 10 Senate 

meetings. 
B. Parsons suggested there should be a major effort to find out where Administrative 

Committees are at with various initiatives, e.g. Strategic Planning, the new Budget 
Model, etc.  She briefly reviewed discussions at the last Chancellor’s Extended 
Cabinet meeting which she attended for Schwartz, noting they had no idea about 
the morale of faculty. 

C. Walker reported Lee Ann Garrison and Dean Carol Colbeck would be leading the 
campus in Strategic Planning.  She noted a letter was to be sent out but she has not 
seen it.  Schwartz responded that it was sent to him for review. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS – None. 
  

VIII. OLD BUSINESS  
A. Focal Topics for 2011-2012 – No discussion. 
B. Special Task Force on UW Restructuring and Operational Flexibilities – See 

sections II. and IV. above. 
 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
A. Meeting Dates in Summer 2012 – The committee will meet on the following dates:  

5/29, 6/12, 6/26, 7/10, 7/31, 8/14. 
 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]: 
A. Update on pending personnel matters – A motion was made, seconded, and 

unanimously approved to go into closed session at 2:46 pm to discuss personnel 
matters.  The committee rose from closed session at 3:07 pm.  A motion was made, 
seconded, and unanimously approved to go into closed session at 3:22 pm to 
discuss personnel matters.  The committee rose from closed session at 3:26 pm. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 3:26 pm. 
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