
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
April 12, 2011

Lubar N456
1:00 pm

Present: M. Schwartz (Chair), D. Misra, M. Parsons, R. Strickler, W. Velez

Parsons presided as Acting Chair as Schwartz was out of town. Schwartz joined the UC meeting
via conference phone at 1:06 PM; he signed off at 2:48 PM.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA - The meeting was called to order
at 1:06 pm and the agenda was approved as distributed.

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – MGAA Representative Jacob Glicklich
joined the committee. He distributed a draft statement regarding academic freedom and
asked for faculty support. Parsons expressed concern regarding the timing, noting there
are very weighty concerns before the faculty at this point including convincing
Legislators to provide us enough funding to enable UWM to deliver necessary courses
and services. Strickler suggested changes to the language in the statement. Glicklich
agreed to modify the language and bring back to the UC for review. In addition, he asked
if the Faculty Senate and MGAA could sponsor some sort of joint event; potential topics
of discussion could be governance, funding, or education. The UC agreed this was a
good idea. An event was tentatively scheduled for May 6 at 2 pm. MGAA will organize
and let the UC know when it is set.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of April 5, 2011 were approved as amended.

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS: None.

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Parsons reported she is drafting
a memo to the Provost regarding faculty concerns about issues which may arise if we
have major budget cuts. She briefly reviewed emerging statistics regarding increased
UWM faculty and academic staff retirement requests, noting this as an example of brain
drain. She indicated another concern is the number of students unable to register for
needed classes. Discussion ensued regarding how best to obtain the data. Parsons asked
if she had permission to give the memo to the Provost; he could then distribute it to the
Deans who could then distribute it to Department Chairs. Parsons feels it is important to
make Legislators aware of UWM faculty concerns relating to potential repercussions of
budget cuts.

Discussion ensued regarding loss of experienced scholars, the problem that some view
open faculty lines as money saved, potential loss of commitment, service, and research if
teaching academic staff are hired to replace faculty, potential accreditation issues related
to class size or diversity of topics, and how much our students contribute to the common
tuition pool. Schwartz responded that the tuition pool is not an issue as most of the
tuition UWM generates stays on the campus. UWM receives about one-third of what



Madison receives in 101 funds; that is an issue. He is working with Administration in
trying to engage System in a discussion about our funding.

There was general consensus that Parsons should give the memo regarding faculty
concerns to the Provost. There was also consensus that if Mike Lovell was not named
Chancellor than the UC/Senate should move forward with getting information out to
faculty.

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS –
A. Parsons reported the third SFS Dean candidate gave a presentation today. The

L&S Dean Search Committee has submitted names for campus interviews. A
brief discussion ensued regarding the L&S and SFS Dean Searches as well as the
history of other searches.

VII. NEW BUSINESS – None.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
A. Faculty Committee Appointments – K. Kimpel reviewed an issue relating to NS

Divisional Committee membership. A motion was made, seconded, and
unanimously approved to allow G. Moran to return to the Committee in Fall 2011
to finish out the balance of his term (2013).

B. Discussion of PROFS-like organization proposal – Schwartz reported he has been
responding to messages received from faculty. He also met with Margo Anderson
who seemed mainly concerned about the economics of the proposal. He pointed
out that collection of dues through payroll should be possible as the PROFS-like
organization is an Association, not a Union; it is supposedly only Union dues that
will no longer be collected. He briefly reviewed information he had received
regarding TAUWP and the next steps for the PROFS-like organization proposal.

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – None.

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]:
A. Update on pending personnel matters – None.

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 2:43 pm.


