
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
February 22, 2011

Lubar N456
1:00 pm

Present: M. Schwartz (Chair), M. Kunert, M.K. Madsen, D. Misra, M. Parsons

I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA - The meeting was called to order
at 1:05 pm and the agenda was approved as distributed.

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – Secretary Trudy Turner joined the committee
to review background information for Honorary Degree recipient Gale E. Klappa. She
indicated he is a potential speaker for the May 2011 Commencement Ceremony. There
were no objections to this.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Deferred.

IV. SPECIAL GUESTSa: MGAA REPRESENTATIVE JACOB GLICKLICH – Schwartz
reported he had invited Glicklich to attend to make sure lines of communication were
open. Glicklich indicated the MGAA is looking for connections to faculty regarding the
budget repair bill and how it affects the campus community. He reviewed possible
activities, noting an organized response would be best, and asked whether the UC/faculty
could offer backing.

Discussion ensued regarding short-term issues, concerns related to potential long-term
actions by Grad Assistants and potential pressure from parents, undergrad students, etc.
There was general consensus that the UC is supportive, however, if it comes to a point
where faculty are required to enforce contracts/employment rules, the situation could
change. Parsons suggested the MGAA should draft a joint statement from the UC &
MGAA. She volunteered to be the UC contact to work with the MGAA on the draft
which the UC would then review.

PROFESSOR AMY OTIS-WILBORN, DEAN ALFONZO THURMAN, INTERIM
PROVOST JOHANNES BRITZ - Per Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) it was moved, seconded,
and unanimously approved to go into closed session at 2:21 pm to discuss personnel
issues. The committee rose from closed session at 3:05 pm.

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS –Schwartz reported the
following:
A. The main UWM web page has been changed to include current news on budget

information. Discussion ensued regarding the delay in getting the information
posted.

B. The Chancellor’s office is now working on generating the appointment letters for
the Transportation Taskforce.

a The Committee may go into closed session to discuss personnel matters according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)



C. The Governor has postponed presenting his 2011-13 budget proposal due to the
budget repair bill not being passed.

D. Schwartz is pursuing information related to the existence of documents detailing
the Legislative changes UW-Madison thought would be necessary to separate
Madison from System. This could open up other possible revisions to Chap 36.
Discussion ensued regarding issues related to the Madison separation, Interim
Chancellor Lovell’s discussions with the Governor’s Office, the Provosts
meeting, the potential for UWM becoming independent and opening up both
opportunities and perils, the definition of our access mission, remedial classes and
issues related to this, and possibilities for partnering with other institutions.

E. Schwartz briefly reviewed a recent discussion with the UW-Madison UC Chair
regarding their faculty governance organization and being proactive.

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS –
A. Parsons reported the SFS Dean Search candidates will be flying in next week.
B. Kunert reported the EDS Director interviews have been completed. The Search

Committee will meet next week to put forward recommendations. .
C. Misra reported the GFC met yesterday. They approved the SPH Master of Public

Health Program and received a report from the Fellowship Committee. The GFC
is also conducting a survey of different universities regarding current graduate
assistantship salaries/stipends and workloads in order to provide a
recommendation for our students. Some concern has been expressed that new
offers for assistantships may be held up because of contract language; Associate
Dean Gajdardziska-Josifovska is working with HR and Legal Affairs in order to
clear up the language. Announcements for Graduate School Research Awards &
RGI will be distributed soon.

D. Madsen reported Rules will meet on March 3. A brief discussion ensued
regarding the last Senate meeting.

VII. NEW BUSINESS –
A. None.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
A. Faculty Committee Appointments – Candidates were discussed for two committee

openings.

IX. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]:
A. Update on pending personnel matters – None.

X. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 3:44 pm.


