
 
College of Letters and Science 
Office of the Dean 

Holton Hall 

PO Box 413 

Milwaukee, WI 

53201-0413 

TO:  Dev Venugopalan 

Associate Vice Chancellor, Academic Affairs 

 

FROM: Rodney A. Swain Sally Lundeen 

 Dean, Letters and Science Dean, Nursing 

 

DATE:  October 17, 2013 

 

RE: Recommendation of the Interdisciplinary Global Health Certificate Ad Hoc 

Committee, the College of Letters and Science Faculty, and the School of Nursing 

Faculty to Establish a Joint Undergraduate Certificate in Global Health 

 

Recently, the proposal from the Global Health Certificate Ad Hoc Committee to establish an 

undergraduate Certificate in Global Health received the approval of the L&S Academic Policies 

and Curriculum Committee and the Faculties of the College of Letters and Science and School of 

Nursing.  This certificate is designed to provide an understanding of the problems, issues, and 

concerns related to health that transcend geographic boundaries and to equip students with 

knowledge to help address these matters. 

 

Enclosed please find a copy of L&S Fac. Doc. No. 916 (also approved by the Nursing Faculty in 

April 2013), which provides a more detailed explanation of the rationale for this recommendation.  

It also may be viewed at the L&S website, 

http://www.uwm.edu/letsci/committees/2009/fdn/fdn801.html.  With our endorsement, we are 

forwarding this recommendation to you for further action. 

 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to contact Professor Pat 

Stevens, Chair, Global Health Certificate Ad Hoc Committee, Anne Dressel, Director of the 

Center for Global Health Equity in Nursing, L&S Assistant Dean Connie Jo, or one of us.  We 

look forward to action on this recommendation as soon as possible. 

 
RAS-SL/cj 

Enclosure 

cc:  Vice Chancellor and Provost Johannes Britz 

Associate Professor Karen Brucks, Associate Dean, L&S 

Professor Kim Litwack, Interim Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Nursing 

Professor Pat Stevens, Chair, Ad Hoc Committee, Nursing 

Program Assistant Cheryl Andres, Academic Affairs 

Director Anne Dressel, Center for Global Health Equity, Nursing 

       Assistant Dean Connie Jo, L&S  
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COLLEGE OF LETTERS AND SCIENCE FACULTY DOCUMENT NO. 916 

September 05, 2012 
 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE GLOBAL HEALTH CERTIFICATE AD HOC COMMITTEE TO 

ESTABLISH AN UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN GLOBAL HEALTH 

 

 

I.  PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION 

 

1.1  Title of Proposed Program 

 Certificate in Global Health 

 

1.2  Program Administration  

 This is an interdisciplinary undergraduate certificate program administered by the Director of the 

Center for Global Health Equity and the Global Health Advisory Committee (GHAC).  The 

College of Nursing will coordinate advising for the program, and the College of Letters and 

Science, through its Office of Interdepartmental Programs, will coordinate the record-keeping. 

 

1.3  College(s), School(s), or Functional Equivalent(s) – The certificate is awarded jointly by: 

 College of Nursing 

 College of Letters and Science 

  

1.4  Timetable for Initiation 

 Spring 2014 

 

 

II.  RATIONALE 

 

The world is economically, politically, culturally, and technologically connected and interdependent with 

increasingly mobile populations seeking economic opportunity, security, and safety as a result of civil 

unrest, regional conflicts, diminished natural resources, poverty, and disease.  Although some health 

problems and issues remain specific to levels and contexts of socio-cultural, economic, and political 

development within countries, many of the same problems, issues, and concerns transcend geographic 

boundaries, as should appropriate approaches and solutions. The concept of “global health” describes and 

addresses these realities. An undergraduate certificate in Global Health will provide students with 

academic inquiry into: 

 the global burden of disease  

 the social determinants of health in a global context 

 the principles, language, and measurement tools used in global health 

 ethics and global health 

 the global cultural, religious, and historical contexts of health, disease, and health care 

 

WHY DO WE NEED THIS PROGRAM? 

 

The purpose of the Global Health Certificate is to prepare students to work in changing environments and 

with more diverse populations as well as to respond competently to the challenges presented by 

permeable geographic and cultural boundaries. Careers in global health require skills for working 

internationally and also within globally-focused organizations based in the US and elsewhere.  Students 

will gain competence in identifying and analyzing factors that generate disparities in health status, health 



resources, and access to health information and health services, particularly for ethnic minorities and 

other marginalized and vulnerable population groups. 

 

The proposed Certificate in Global Health is an interdisciplinary academic program consisting of an 

introductory course in global health (Nurs 110 Introduction to Global Health) and a set of courses in the 

humanities, social sciences, nursing, health sciences, and public health that will provide students with a 

thorough understanding of health issues that societies across the world are facing.   

 

 

III.  LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT 

 

3.1 Goal(s) 

The overriding goal of the certificate program is to educate students with a multidisciplinary 

grounding in the broad field of global health. 

 

3.2 Learning Outcomes 

 In order to achieve that goal, the following learning outcomes have been identified: 

 Students will exhibit a comprehensive global health knowledge base.  

 Students will explain current global health issues and concerns 

 Student will identify factors that generate disparities in health status, health resources and 

access to health information and health services. 

 Students will analyze policies, processes, programs, and practices that contribute to and 

hinder global health improvement. 

 

3.3 Assessment Plan 

  

3.31  Direct and Indirect Assessment Measures 

 

Direct assessment of global health knowledge proficiency will take place through Nursing XXX (Global 

Health: Ethics and Human Rights), the capstone course , which requires students to integrate global 

health theories and models that they have studied in the certificate coursework.  Ability to apply global 

health knowledge will be assessed through the fieldwork requirement.  

 

Indirect measures will include surveys of global health certificate alumni, and include questions about 

their employment and use of global health knowledge in their jobs. 

 

3.32  Assessment and Review 

 

At the end of each academic year, the GHAC will examine the data on student performance in the 

required courses and determine if the selection of required courses and the structure of those courses 

allow students to achieve the desired learning outcomes.  It also will review any information collected 

from alumni surveys and decide if immediate changes in the courses are necessary.   

 

The Committee will examine the cumulative data every 3-4 years to identify successes and problems, 

trends over time, etc., in the context of a more comprehensive program review. It will identify the courses 

that students most commonly take as electives and decide whether to collect    

feedback on those courses as well.  

 

 



IV. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 

4.1  Program Overview 

 

The Global Health Certificate will provide undergraduate students with an opportunity to focus on 

current global health issues and concerns, policies, processes, programs, and practices that contribute to 

and hinder global health improvement.  A wide array of courses will help students better comprehend the 

interdisciplinary approach to understanding and addressing global health issues. 

 

4.2  Eligibility 

 

The Global Health Certificate is intended to enhance a bachelor’s degree.  The certificate is available to 

all students seeking a bachelor’s degree from UWM and to students who previously have received a 

bachelor’s degree from UWM or any other accredited college or university. 

 

4.3  Program Requirements 

 

To obtain the certificate, the student must complete, with a minimum grade point average of 2.50, at least 

21 credits in approved Global Health courses, of which 12 must be earned in residence at UWM.  Of 

these 12 residence credits, nine must be taken at the 300 level or above.  A minimum of 6 credits must be 

taken in the College of Letters and Science.  A minimum of 6 credits must be taken in the College of 

Nursing.  No more than 9 credits from any one department may count toward the certificate.  A 

maximum of 6 credits of independent study may count toward program requirements.  Courses for the 

certificate may not be taken on a credit/no credit bases.  The following are required: 

 

Core Course: 

Nurs 110  Introduction to Global Health (3 cr) 

 

World Regions: Select one of the following (3 cr): 

 Geog 110  The World: Peoples and Regions 

 Hist 132  World History since 1500 

 Pol Sci 106  Politics of the World’s Nations 

 

Electives:  Select at least three courses (minimum of 9 cr) from the following: 

                  

Africol 329 Economic Growth and Sustainable Development in 3 

  Africa 

Africol 351 Sex, Marriage, and Health Care in the Afro World 3 

Anthro 102 Introduction to Anthropology: Culture and Society 3 

Anthro 104 Lifeways in Different Cultures: A Survey of World  3 

  Societies 

Anthro 440 Medical Anthropology 3 

Anthro 447 The Global Politics of Human Rights 3 

CES  210 Intro to Conservation & Environmental Science 3 

C L Sci 204 Plagues, Pandemics, and Epidemics 3 

Econ 353 Economic Development 3 

Ethnic 275 Global Violence, Disease, and Death 3 

Nurs 440 Nursing Specialty: Vulnerable Populations subtitle 2 

Nurs 497 Study Abroad 3 



PH 101 Introduction to Public Health 3 

Sociol 472 Population and Society  3 

Spanish 388 Health Issues in the Hispanic World 3 

 

Fieldwork  (3 cr) 

Students are required to do an internship, self-designed research project, or study abroad (for a minimum 

of 3 credits) in the field of global health.  The purpose of this requirement is to enable the student to 

engage in global health work through "practical" experience or research. The area of study must be 

approved by the coordinator of the Global Health Certificate and must meet the requirements of the 

department through which it is being completed.   

 

The Fieldwork Requirement can be fulfilled in one of three ways: 

 

∙ Internship – A number of global health internships are available through the International Studies Major 

(Intl St 450), as well as other departments and organizations.   

 

∙ Study Abroad – UWM offers a number of Global Health study abroad programs, through several 

departments.. 

 

∙ Independent Study – The student may propose a global health research project to a Professor in an area 

of interest. The Independent Study also must be discussed with and approved by the Global Health 

Certificate  Coordinator. 

 

Capstone (3 cr) 

Nurs 475 Global Health: Ethics and Human Rights (3cr) 

 

Independent study courses focusing on global health issues may be accepted with the approval of the 

Certificate Program Coordinator.  Other courses not on this list but relevant to the study of global health 

may be accepted with the approval of the Certificate Program Coordinator. 

 

Credits earned at other institutions equivalent to courses in the certificate program may be accepted in 

partial fulfillment of the program requirements, subject to review by the Certificate Program Coordinator.  

Students currently enrolled at UWM who have fulfilled some of the program’s requirements prior to the 

approval of this program may count those courses toward completion of the certificate requirements. 

 

4.4  Awarding the Certificate 

 

Students currently involved in baccalaureate studies who successfully complete the requirements of the 

program will be awarded the certificate at the time of graduation.  Students who already have a 

bachelor’s degree will receive the certificate upon completion of the program requirements. 

 

V. BUDGETARY NEEDS – There are minimal costs associated with this certificate program as it 

utilizes primarily existing courses and faculty members.  The College of Nursing Student Affairs office 

will provide advising services for Global Health Certificate students.  The L&S Office of 

Interdepartmental Programs will maintain the certificate program records and will create and maintain 

the program website.  Therefore, no additional funds are required for the on-going administration of the 

programs.  The following new funds will be provided by the College of Nursing. 

 

 One-time S&E to prepare brochures, other printed material  $500 



 and develop information about program for website 

  

  

VI.  PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

 

The College of Nursing will house the Global Health Certificate.  The certificate will be administered by 

the Global Health Advisory Committee (GHAC) and the Director of the Center for Global Health Equity.  

The GHAC is composed of 5 faculty/staff members with a scholarly interest in global health and one 

student enrolled in the certificate program.  At least 3 of these individuals must be faculty members.  A 

quorum of the Committee is defined as 3 of the faculty/staff members.  All faculty/staff committee 

members are appointed to annual terms by the Dean of the College of Nursing and the Dean of the 

College of Letters & Science, in consultation with the program coordinator.  At least 2 faculty member 

from each College must be on the GHAC.  The student is appointed annually by the Dean of Nursing in 

consultation with the program coordinator and the Student Association.  GHAC members will serve 

three-year, staggered terms.  The GHAC will reflect this certificate’s interdisciplinary approach to the 

study of the global health.  No more than two committee members from any one department may serve on 

the committee in a given year. 

 

The Coordinator, who also serves as the Director of the Center for Global Health Equity, will chair the 

committee, and will be responsible for overseeing the student advising and the day-to-day administration 

of the program.  The coordinator is responsible each semester for communicating the list of approved ad 

hoc/variable content courses to the College of Nursing office for inclusion in the Schedule of Classes.  

The coordinator will be assisted by the professional advising staff in the College of Nursing Office of 

Student Affairs. 

 

The Advisory Committee will be responsible for curriculum development and review, student admission, 

awarding of certificates, and overseeing the certificate program in general.  The committee is responsible 

for developing a list of existing courses that students may count toward the certificate.  It may 

recommend additions to or deletions from the list of approved courses for the certificate.  In addition, it 

may authorize students to count appropriate ad hoc and variable content course topics toward the 

certificate.   

 

Students electing the certificate program must meet with the coordinator to plan a program of study, and 

they must complete a Declaration of Certificate Program that is forwarded to the L&S Interdepartmental 

Programs Office for approval.  This office maintains records of students’ certificate programs, verifies 

completion of certificate requirements, and issues certificates.  Certificates are recorded on students’ 

transcripts. 

 

 

VII. UWM FACULTY AND STAFF MEMBERS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CERTIFICATE IN 

GLOBAL HEALTH 

 

Ellen Amster, Assistant Professor, History, L&S 

Karla Bartholomew, Assistant Professor, Public Health 

Paul Brodwin, Associate Professor, Anthropology, L&S 

Aaron Buseh, Associate Professor, Nursing 

Patti Cobb, Senior Student Services Coordinator, L&S 

Aparna Datey, Academic Programs Coordinator, Center for International Education 

Anne Dressel, Director, Center for Global Health Equity, Nursing 

Jacques du Plessis, Associate Professor, School of Information Studies 



Tim Ehlinger, Associate Professor, Biological Sciences, L&S 

Loren Galvao, Senior Research Scientist, Center for Global Health Equity, Nursing 

Connie Jo, Assistant Dean, L&S 

Penninah Kako, Assistant Professor, Nursing 

Lucy Mkandawire-Valhmu, Associate Professor, Nursing 

Rob Ricigliano, Communication/Institute of World Affairs, L&S 

Kris Ruggiero, History/Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, L&S 

Nuananong Seal, Assistant Professor, Nursing 

Estrella Sotomayor, Senior Lecturer, Spanish and Portuguese, L&S 

Pat Stevens, Professor, Nursing 

Lance Weinhardt, Professor, Public Health 

Anika Wilson, Assistant Professor, Africology, L&S 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Global Health Certificate Ad Hoc Committee: 

 

Ellen Amster, Associate Professor, History, L&S 

Karla Bartholomew, Assistant Professor, Public Health 

Aparna Datey, Academic Programs Coordinator, Center for International Education 

Anne Dressel, Director, Center for Global Health Equity, Nursing 

Tim Ehlinger, Associate Professor, Biological Sciences, L&S 

Jacques du Plessis, Associate Professor, School of Information Studies 

Loren Galvao, Senior Research Scientist, Nursing 

Penninah Kako, Assistant Professor, Nursing 

Lucy Mkandawire-Valhmu, Associate Professor, Nursing 

Rob Ricigliano, Communication/Institute of World Affairs, L&S 

Kris Ruggiero, History/Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies,L&S 

Estrella Sotomayor, Senior Lecturer, Spanish & Portuguese, L&S 

Pat Stevens, Professor, Nursing 
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