
 

 

General Education and Integrative Learning 

 

Overview and FAQs 

 

Integrative Learning involves careful renovation, not careless demolition, of the current 

General Education system, within the framework of the national LEAP initiative 

(http://www.aacu.org/leap/). It provides a more current and coherent vision of 

undergraduate education that should help UWM attract and retain students and produce 

lifelong learners, productive workers, and responsible citizens for Wisconsin. 

 

In principle, according to Faculty Document 1382 (1984), foundational GE courses in the 

Arts, Humanities, Natural Sciences, and Social Sciences provide “a broad body of 

knowledge as context for specialization.” In practice, many of the more than 650 GE 

courses on the books are specialized in nature and do not explicitly address larger 

disciplinary issues. Individually, they satisfied the distributional criteria for approval, but 

collectively, they lack cohesion and, to many students, look like obstacles rather than 

avenues to focused study in majors.   

 

IL restates and updates the GE principle of breadth in the language of the LEAP Essential 

Learning Outcomes. IL is based not on criteria that divide (mostly) lower-level courses 

defined in traditional disciplinary terms (four divisions) but on learning outcomes that 

unite lower- and upper-level courses defined in contemporary thematic terms (eight Core 

Knowledge areas). It requires breadth but also allows students to explore their interests 

and enrich their majors by taking courses linked by topics and outcomes that can also 

connect learning inside and outside the classroom. 

 

IL preserves and expands the competencies in mathematics and composition. It 

recognizes that students do not acquire proficiency in just one (introductory) course and 

need to learn how to apply skills in advanced courses within majors. A single course can  

fulfill as many as three different types of IL requirements. 

 

 Level: Exploratory, Advanced Inquiry, Integrative Applied Learning 

 Breadth: Core Knowledge Areas 

 Competency: Quantitative Literacy or Oral and Written Communication A or B. 

 

The current foreign language requirement remains unchanged, and the new information 

literacy requirement can be satisfied through double-counting designated courses. 

 

Integrative Learning courses integrate subject matter and learning outcomes, disciplinary 

knowledge and trans-disciplinary skills, theory and practice, lower- and upper-level 

courses, breadth and depth, curricular and co-curricular activities, campus and 

community. 

 

The proposed reworking of GE outlined above and detailed in the attached documents is 

the result of several years of work by faculty and staff in CIPD conferences, AAC&U 

institutes, Task Force meetings and outreach activities, open forums and working groups. 



 

 

After widespread discussion and further revision, we hope the faculty will approve and 

adopt IL and that our students and publics will embrace this more transparent version of 

GE. 

 

FAQs 

 

What’s the process for discussion and approval of IL? 

 

Some discussions have already taken place and many more, at campus and unit levels, 

will take place this Fall. Members of the Task Force will gladly attend program meetings 

to discuss IL and the departmental survey. After collecting feedback and making 

revisions, we may ask schools/colleges to endorse the proposal. The approval process 

involves the APCC and the Faculty Senate. 

 

How will IL be implemented? 

 

A committee appointed by the APCC, including some of its members and others, will 

oversee the transition from GE to IL and administer the program. It will define criteria, 

based on the content of the Core Knowledge areas and the Essential Learning Outcomes, 

for approval of IL courses. 

 

Will GE courses automatically become IL courses? 

 

No. GE courses will be reviewed over a period of time, perhaps in conjunction with 

program reviews. All courses involve specific disciplinary Knowledge of Human 

Cultures and the Physical and Natural Worlds (ELO area 1). IL courses also address also 

larger disciplinary and interdisciplinary as well as student learning outcomes that 

transcend disciplines: Intellectual and Practical Skills, Personal and Social 

Responsibility, Integrative and Applied Learning (ELOs areas 2, 3, 4). Some GE courses 

already operate as IL courses. Others will require rethinking and reworking. Some will 

not be suitable. 

 

How will IL affect the number credits required for a degree? 

 

Since a single course can fulfill as many as three different types of IL requirements, 

students should not have to take additional credits. GE requires at least 21 and IL requires 

at least 24 credits in breadth, but the additional IL course could be an upper-level elective 

in the major. Programs may make the case that their majors satisfy one or more of the 

CKS requirements by taking a series of required courses. Advisers have already outlined 

some examples from various schools/colleges and will play a key role in helping students 

complete requirements efficiently. 

 

What about transfer students? 

 

Comprehensives, colleges, and technical colleges, as well as many institutions across and 

beyond the state, are already reviewing and revising GE with learning outcomes in mind. 



 

 

It will take some time to work out the details, so we will need to work closely with 

transfer students during transitions here and elsewhere. 

 

How will the switch from GE to IL affect student credit hours and marginal tuition 

revenue? 

 

We don’t know for sure. We don’t know how many students take GE courses in order to 

satisfy GE requirements, so we don’t know how many SCH a department might lose if 

some of its GE courses don’t become IL courses or how many SCH a department might 

gain through upper-level IL courses. Discussions are in progress about the MTR model. 

 

Why complete the departmental survey? 

 

It allows you to provide disciplinary feedback that the Task Force needs in order to revise 

the proposal for presentation to the APCC. The time you invest in discussion of IL will 

also help you with program assessment and reviews, program and institutional 

reaccreditation, and, of course, the transition from GE to IL. Please use your regular 

departmental process for discussion of curricular matters. It might be helpful for you or 

the coordinator of you undergraduate program to circulate a preliminary version of the 

completed survey for colleagues to review. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


