
UWM School of Public Health at The Brewery  

Locating the primary building for the new UWM School of Public Health at the downtown site, specifically 

Building 29 at The Brewery, would be beneficial for the following reasons: 

First and foremost, its proximity to government agencies, hospitals, community based agencies serving 

disadvantaged neighborhoods, and other academic institutions will foster innovative “external” collaborations, 

while its central location will allow us to maintain traditional “intramural” collaborations. Related to this, a 

downtown location will provide students with ready access to populations for research and practicum sites for 

professional development. 

Second, UWM cannot continue to grow as a research institution and remain confined within the limited space 

of the East Side Campus. The downtown area surrounding The Brewery offers opportunities for growth and 

expansion.  Based on estimates provided by the workgroup responsible for planning the SPH space needs, the 

Brewery could accommodate current and future requirements for occupancy and growth.  Whether CSM can 

accommodate the SPH requirements remains unclear because there are several other academic units and campus 

facilities that plan to co-occupy the space. At this point in the CSM planning process, we have no way to determine 

how the space at CSM will be distributed, once it becomes available. 

Third, locating the SPH at the Brewery will be the most expeditious solution to the immediate and long term 

space needs for the SPH faculty and affiliated programs. The estimated timeline for moving into the Brewery site is 

1-2 years, according to the Zilber group. This is significantly shorter than the time line for moving into the CSM 

site, which is likely to be 3-5 years, given the complex academic, financial, and community factors at play.  

Moreover, obtaining both the Brewery site and the CSM site to accommodate long-term growth makes more sense 

than obtaining just one or the other, provided the financial plan is realistic.   

Fourth, the location and structure of the SPH building should demonstrate UWM’s commitment to population 

health. (A) The building plan for The Brewery (which was a brownfield site) has been granted LEED certification 

at the platinum level, which would enhance UWM’s status as “green” University.
1
;(B)The Brewery is in the 

53233 zip code, which is one of Milwaukee’s poorest, most unhealthy neighborhoods.  UWM’s main campus is in 

the 53211 zip code, which is one of Milwaukee’s wealthiest and healthiest neighborhoods. Locating the SPH at The 

Brewery would contribute to the revitalization of the City, adhering to UWM’s public commitment to Urban 

focused initiatives; (C) A downtown location would allow Milwaukee’s inner city communities greater access to 

the SPH, and diminish the perception that the University exits within an “ivory-tower.”   

Fifth, the Zilber foundation, which has committed over 50 million dollars to revitalizing Milwaukee’s poorest 

neighborhoods, may require UWM to honor its commitment in order to receive their financial support. If the 

University were to turn down a major donation intended to support growth and innovation, we could be perceived 

as self-limiting or parochial. This could deter future donors from investing in the University.  

Locating at The Brewery will involve some challenges.  

First, in order for the a second University “hub” to function well for students, faculty and staff, sufficient 

planning and funding must be devoted to a high quality shuttle service, increased levels of public transportation, 

and the development of affordable parking; however, plans are underway for an advanced Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 

and streetcar services to be developed to serve the City of Milwaukee. 

There is no doubt that collaborating with some East Side academic units will be less convenient. It is probable 

that EOH wet lab would be located on the East Side Campus or the Freshwater Institute, which could diminish 

inter-disciplinary collaboration, within the SPH, if the main building were to be downtown. We regard this as an 

inconvenience that could be addressed with a high quality video-conference system and shuttle service. Most great 

achievements have been anything but convenient, and we should not allow faculty convenience to be the driving 

force behind the location decision; furthermore, convenience is not an issue for locating the new School of 

Freshwater Science. 
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  A detailed description of what this means and verification of The Brewery as a LEED platinum development is available upon request.  


