
Global Studies 101 

Spring 2013 

People and Politics 
Mon. & Wed. 3:30-4:45 p.m., Bolton B52 

 

Instructor: Shale Horowitz 

Office: Northwest Quadrant B 5432 

Office hours: Mon. and Wed., 4:45-5:45 p.m. 

Office telephone: 229-2399 

E-mail: shale@uwm.edu 

Teaching assistant: Michael Tyburski <tyburski@uwm.edu>, Northwest Quadrant B, 

Room 5459B 

Teaching assistant office hours: Tues. and Thurs., 1:00-2:00 pm 

Final exam: Fri., May 17, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Bolton B52 

 

Course Description 

We begin with basic questions and theories. Why do states adopt certain goals or 

objectives, and pursue particular foreign military and economic policies? Why do wars 

start and end? Why are they fought in certain ways? What role is played by objective 

factors, such as the balance of power, uncertainty, and the ability to make “credible 

commitments”? How does the political system or “regime type” affect choices of 

objectives (“leadership preferences”)? How do leadership preferences and regime type 

affect the likelihood and strategy of war? We will apply the theories to a series of case 

studies of major international conflicts—World War I, World War II, and the Cold War. 

Backing up a step, the existence of particular states in particular territorial forms 

should not be taken for granted. Where do states come from? What is a people or nation? 

How does a nation form and become the nucleus of a state? To the extent that nations are 

constitutive of states, what are the typical forms of conflicts among nation-states, or 

between existing nation-states and internal ethnic minorities aspiring to statehood? Why 

do such conflicts turn violent? Why are they fought in the way they are? Why do they end 

or persist? What determines whether and how other states intervene in ethnic conflicts—

whether independently or through international organizations?  

 Then, we examine the two most enduring and dangerous international conflicts in 

East Asia—between South and North Korea, and between China and Taiwan. Both are 

conflicts involving politically independent parts of a larger ethnic group. The disputes 

concern both which of the rival regimes is “legitimate,” and whether there ought to be a 

unified state. We will also discuss China’s rise to superpower status, and how it is 

affecting international relations on China’s periphery. 

 Next, we look at the modern Middle East and international terrorism. What are the 

typical political systems of the modern Middle East? Why have these regimes developed 

and survived? What is terrorism? Why is international terrorism now so strongly centered 

in the Middle East and in some other parts of the Islamic World? What was the U.S. 

response to the September 11 attacks? What are the pros and cons of the various 

strategies that might be adopted in the struggle against international terrorism?  

mailto:Shale@csd.uwm.edu
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We conclude by looking at economic and cultural globalization. What are the 

sources of international trade, international investment, and international migration? 

What are the pros and cons of these forms of international economic integration? Why do 

states impose varying kinds of restrictions on these flows of goods, money, and people? 

What are the causes of cultural globalization? What are the pros and cons of international 

cultural influence? Why is the U.S. so closely associated with globalization? What 

explains the different levels of anti-Americanism that exist around the world? 

 

Grades 

Grades will be based on the best two of three quizzes (12.5% each), one midterm exam 

(25%), and one final exam (50%). Interested students can choose to write a seven-page 

research paper on a topic agreed upon with the instructor. In that case, the research paper 

counts for 25% and the final exam 25% of the grade. There will be no make-up quizzes, 

although one quiz may be dropped. No make-up exams can be given without a medical 

excuse. To check your understanding of the material and your preparations for the exams, 

you should see me or the teaching assistant in office hours at least once before the 

midterm and once before the final. If you will need accommodations in order to meet any 

of the requirements of this course, please contact me as soon as possible. Students are 

responsible for honestly completing and representing their work, for appropriately citing 

sources, and for respecting others’ academic endeavors. 

 

Readings 

The following books are available in the bookstore: 

Joshua Goldstein and Jon Pevehouse. (2013) International Relations (brief 

edition, 2012-13 update). New York: Pearson. Paperback ISBN-13: 978-0-

205-84400-5. Paperback price: $98.87. E-book ISBN-13: 978-0-205-

87552-8. E-book price: $36.99. Also available at: 

http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/product.asp?isbn=0205844006

&xid=PSED 

Barry Rubin. (2004) The Tragedy of the Middle East. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. Paperback ISBN:978-0-521-60387-4. Paperback price: 

$30.99. E-book ISBN: 978-0-511-66895-1. E-book price: $25.00. Also 

available at: 

 http://www.cambridge.org/us/knowledge/isbn/item1156689/?site_locale=e

n_US 

Other, shorter readings are on electronic reserve in Golda Meir Library. References are 

listed in full at the end of the syllabus. 

 

Course Schedule 

The following schedule is subject to modification. Try to finish each day’s reading before 

class. Do the reading with each week’s debate questions in mind.  

Weeks 1-3 (1/23, 1/28, 1/30, 2/4): Introduction. States, national interests, and strategy. 

The realist worldview and international systems. Classical balance of power 

theory. Uncertainty and credible commitments. Regime type and the democratic 

peace. The liberal worldview and international systems. Liberal balance of power 

http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/product.asp?isbn=0205844006&xid=PSED
http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/product.asp?isbn=0205844006&xid=PSED
http://www.cambridge.org/us/knowledge/isbn/item1156689/?site_locale=en_US
http://www.cambridge.org/us/knowledge/isbn/item1156689/?site_locale=en_US
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theory. Causes of international conflicts and arms races. How wars and rivalries 

end. 

 Reading: Goldstein and Pevehouse, pp. 1-23, 35-89, 107-114, 128-136; Ray 1997. 

 Recommended reading: Goldstein and Pevehouse, pp. 89-104. 

Discussion questions: What is the national interest? For example, what is the 

national interest of the United States or of other countries? How are the national 

interests of democracies different from those of authoritarian regimes? Why do 

the national interests of authoritarian regimes differ so much? Does 

democratization make war less likely? How does leadership fit into these 

theories? Consider some examples of democracies and authoritarian regimes 

going to war. How, if at all, do their motivations and methods seem to differ? 

What are the main sources of conflict that are not likely to be resolved by 

democratization? Are arms races inevitable? To what extent can arms control 

agreements eliminate or limit arms races? Consider the treaty banning landmines. 

What are the arguments that the US should or should not sign such a treaty? What 

is the nature of the treaty limiting acquisition of nuclear weapons—the Nuclear 

Non-Proliferation Treaty? Why doesn’t this treaty ban all nuclear weapons?  

Weeks 3-4 (2/6, 2/11): Quiz (2/11). Great power rivalry in history. The origins and 

consequences of World War I and World War II. 

 Reading: Bridge 1983; Goldstein and Pevehouse, pp. 26-29. 

Discussion questions: In what sense were governments of particular countries—

say Austria-Hungary, Germany and/or Russia—responsible for the outbreak of 

World War I? In what sense is the nature of the international system responsible—

“trapping” the great powers so that war became unavoidable? What was the 

purpose of the League of Nations? At the time, what were the arguments why the 

US should or should not join the League? What could have been done to prevent 

World War II? 

Weeks 4-6 (2/13, 2/18, 2/20, 2/25): Quiz (2/25). The origins of the Cold War. The end of 

the Cold War. The nuclear arms race during the Cold War. Nuclear proliferation. 

Reading: “X” [Kennan] 1947; Goldstein and Pevehouse, pp. 24-27, 136-145, 149-

157; Rush 1993; Sestanovich 1993. 

Discussion questions: Was the Soviet Union or the United States, or both, 

responsible for the outbreak and persistence of the Cold War? Was the Cold War 

inevitable? Discuss some specific disputes at the time the Cold War broke out, for 

example, those over Germany, Eastern Europe, Greece, Turkey, Iran, China, or 

Korea. How and why did the Cold War end? How successful were arms control 

efforts during the Cold War? Why were they not more successful? How 

successful is the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty? Choose a country and discuss 

why it has either acquired or not acquired a nuclear weapons capability. 

Weeks 6-8 (2/27, 3/4, 3/6, 3/11, 3/13): Midterm (3/13). Defining and understanding 

ethnic groups, nations and nationalism, and states. Origins of ethnic conflicts. 

Methods of waging ethnic conflicts. International intervention in ethnic conflicts. 

Ways of settling ethnic conflicts. 

 Reading: Goldstein and Pevehouse, pp. 114-119, 129-135; Weber 1994; Brass 

1994; Smith 1994a; Smith 1994b; Kohn 1994; Robinson 1994; Howard 1994; 



 4 

 

 

Horowitz 1994; Mayall 1994; Brown 2001; Brown and Oudraat 2001; Horowitz 

and Jayamaha 2007.  

 Discussion questions: How is one ethnic group distinguished from another? When 

and why do ethnic groups become national groups? When and why are ethno-

national groups able to form states? What are the most common causes of ethnic 

conflict? When and why do ethnic conflicts turn violent? How is violence often 

avoided? What are the different strategies used to fight ethnic conflicts? Why are 

these strategies chosen? What determines whether and how other states intervene 

in ethnic conflicts? When and why do some violent ethnic conflicts end, while 

others persist more or less indefinitely? 

“Spring” Break (3/18-22). 

Weeks 9-11 (3/25, 3/27, 4/1, 4/3, 4/8): The China-Taiwan and Korean Conflicts. China’s 

Rise and Its Consequences. 

Reading: Horowitz, Heo and Tan 2007; Moody 2007; Horowitz and Tan 2007; 

Roehrig 2007; Heo and Woo 2007; Horowitz 2007; Horowitz and Ye 2006; Li 

2012; Yu 2012. 

Discussion questions: In these conflicts, what are the main objectives and 

strategies of the two sides? How did the conflicts start, and why have they 

persisted? Why have certain military strategies been chosen? In each case, what 

are the main objectives and strategies of the United States? More generally, 

explain the nature of international intervention in the conflicts. What is likely to 

happen in the near future? How if at all are these conflicts likely to end? Discuss 

the relative importance of the balance of power, national identities, regime types, 

and leadership preferences. China’s rise to superpower status has been going on 

since Deng Xiaoping’s market reforms in 1979. Why have tensions with China’s 

neighbors risen so sharply over the last few years of Hu Jintao’s leadership? What 

is likely to happen under Xi Jinping’s leadership? 

Weeks 11-13 (4/10, 4/15, 4/17, 4/22, 4/24): Quiz (4/24). The Postwar Middle East. 

International Terrorism. The U.S. Response. 

 Reading: Rubin 2004; Lewis 2001; Goldstein and Pevehouse, pp. 120-128, 145-

149; West 2008; Biddle, Christia and Their 2010; Alexiev 2002. 

 Recommended reading: Bush; Obama. 

 Discussion questions: What kinds of regimes, ideologies, leaders, and policies 

have been most common in the postwar Middle East? What explains this pattern? 

Why have these regimes been so prone to rule through internal repression and to 

support international terrorism? What is terrorism? What regimes and movements 

have used terrorism most intensively in recent decades, and why? Discuss some 

examples of terrorist movements. Why do these movements use terrorism instead 

of alternative political strategies? Under what, if any, circumstances is terrorism a 

politically legitimate means of pursuing political goals? What are the legitimate 

responses to terrorism? In what ways was the US unprepared to confront terrorism 

before September 11? Why did these shortcomings exist? How has the US 

responded to the September 11 attacks? What future steps are likely? Why? What 

role do international law and international organizations play in the war against 

international terrorism?  
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Weeks 14-15 (4/29, 5/1, 5/6, 5/8): Economic Globalization: Causes and Consequences of 

International Trade, Investment, and Migration. Cultural Globalization. Anti-

Americanism. 

Reading: Goldstein and Pevehouse, chapter 5; Horowitz and Kim 2008. 

Discussion questions: What explains why relatively poor countries have had such 

different rates of economic growth? What is the relative importance of internal 

and external influences on economic performance? Is international trade good or 

bad? Is it preferable to the alternative of protection? Why do countries choose 

different international trade policies? Is international investment good or bad? 

What explains why some countries impose significant restrictions on international 

investment, while others use subsidies to attract it? Is international migration good 

or bad? Why is immigration typically much more heavily restricted than 

international trade or investment? How will trade, investment, and immigration 

policies evolve in the future? Choose a country and summarize both its economic 

policy history and current debates. What does the World Trade Organization 

(WTO) do? What are the main criticisms usually aimed at the WTO? Are they 

accurate? What does the IMF do? Are IMF policies typically a correct response to 

international financial crisis? Were IMF policies right in South Korea? Were they 

right in Russia? What are the pros and cons of cultural globalization? How do 

national identity and regime type influence attitudes toward cultural globalization? 

Why is the US so strongly associated with globalization? What explains the 

varying strength of anti-Americanism around the world? Discuss the origins and 

extent of anti-Americanism in one or more countries. 

Final Exam: Fri., May 17, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Bolton B52  

 

Readings on E-Reserve in the Library 

Note: E-Reserve readings are listed under other, more regularly offered courses, at  

http://millib.wisconsin.edu/vwebv/enterCourseReserve.do 

Search under “Horowitz, Shale” and Global Studies 101 for all but two of the 

required course articles. The articles by Rush and Sestanovich are available under 

Political Science 330.  

Alexiev, Alex. (2002) “The Missing Link in the War on Terror: Confronting Saudi 

Subversion.” Washington, DC: Center for Security Policy. 

Biddle, Stephen, Fontini Christia and J. Alexander Their. (2010) “Defining Success in 

Afghanistan.” Foreign Affairs 89, 4 (July/August), 48-60.  

Brass, Paul R. (1994) “Elite Competition and Nation Formation.” In John Hutchinson and 

Anthony D. Smith, eds., Nationalism, 83-89. Oxford: Oxford University Press. (In 

E-Reserve, listed under Hutchinson and Smith.) 

Bridge, F. R. (1983) 1914: The Coming of the First World War. London: The Historical 

Association. 

Brown, Michael E. (2001) “The Causes of Internal Conflict: An Overview,” in Michael 

E. Brown et al., eds., Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict (revised ed.), pp. 3-25. 

Cambridge: MIT Press.  

http://millib.wisconsin.edu/vwebv/enterCourseReserve.do
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Brown, Michael E. and Chantal de Jonge Oudraat. (2001) “Internal Conflict and 

International Action: An Overview,” in Michael E. Brown et al., eds., Nationalism 

and Ethnic Conflict (revised ed.), pp. 163-192. Cambridge: MIT Press. 

Bush, George W. (2002) “The National Security Strategy of the United States of 

America.” Available at http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/nsc/nss/2002/ 

Heo, Uk and Jung-Yeop Woo. (2007) “South Korea’s Response: Regime, Identity, and 

Strategy.” In Shale Horowitz, Uk Heo, and Alexander C. Tan, eds., Identity and 

Change in East Asian Conflicts: The Cases of China, Taiwan, and the Koreas, 

149-164. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Horowitz, Donald. (1994) “The Logic of Secessions.” In John Hutchinson and Anthony 

D. Smith, eds., Nationalism, 261-269. Oxford: Oxford University Press. (In E-

Reserve, listed under Hutchinson and Smith.) 

Horowitz, Shale. (2007) “The United States and East Asia: Past and Future.” In Shale 

Horowitz, Uk Heo, and Alexander C. Tan, eds., Identity and Change in East 

Asian Conflicts: The Cases of China, Taiwan, and the Koreas, 223-236. New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Horowitz, Shale, Uk Heo, and Alexander C. Tan. (2007) “Democratization and National 

Identity in the China-Taiwan and Korea Conflicts.” In Shale Horowitz, Uk Heo, 

and Alexander C. Tan, eds., Identity and Change in East Asian Conflicts: The 

Cases of China, Taiwan, and the Koreas, 1-26. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Horowitz, Shale and Buddhika Jayamaha. (2007) “Sri Lanka: The Sinhalese-Tamil Ethnic 

Conflict.” In Karl DeRouen and Uk Heo, eds., Civil Wars of the World, 715-34. 

Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO.  

Horowitz, Shale and Sunwoong Kim. (2008) “Anti-Americanism in Electoral Politics: 

Insights from South Korea’s 2002 Presidential Election.” International 

Interactions 34, 3 (July), 258-81. 

Horowitz, Shale and Alexander C. Tan. (2007) “Rising China versus Estranged Taiwan.” 

In Shale Horowitz, Uk Heo, and Alexander C. Tan, eds., Identity and Change in 

East Asian Conflicts: The Cases of China, Taiwan, and the Koreas, 115-30. New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Horowitz, Shale and Min Ye. 2006. “China’s Grand Strategy, the Korean Nuclear Crisis, 

and the Six-Party Talks.” Pacific Focus 21, 2 (Fall), 45-79. 

Howard, Michael. (1994) “War and Nations.” In John Hutchinson and Anthony D. Smith, 

eds., Nationalism, 254-257. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Kohn, Hans. (1994) “Western and Eastern Nationalisms.” In John Hutchinson and 

Anthony D. Smith, eds., Nationalism, 162-165. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Lewis, Bernard. (2001) “The Revolt of Islam.” The New Yorker (November 19).  

Li, Jia. (2012) “Rousing Overtures.” News China 54 (February), 10-14. 

Mayall, James. (1994) “Irredentist and Secessionist Challenges.” In John Hutchinson and 

Anthony D. Smith, eds., Nationalism, 269-280. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Moody, Peter R., Jr. (2007) “The Evolution of China’s National Interest: Implications for 

Taiwan.” In Shale Horowitz, Uk Heo, and Alexander C. Tan, eds., Identity and 

Change in East Asian Conflicts: The Cases of China, Taiwan, and the Koreas, 27-

48. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/nsc/nss/2002/
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Obama, Barack. (2010) “National Security Strategy.” Available at 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/national_security_strate

gy.pdf 

Ray, James Lee. (1997) “The Democratic Path to Peace,” in James M. Lindsay, ed., 

Perspectives: World Politics, pp. 218-227. Boulder: Coursewise. 

Robinson, Francis. (1994) “Islam and Nationalism.” In John Hutchinson and Anthony D. 

Smith, eds., Nationalism, 214-217. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Roehrig, Terence. (2007) “North Korea in Crisis: Regime, Identity, and Strategy.” In 

Shale Horowitz, Uk Heo, and Alexander C. Tan, eds., Identity and Change in East 

Asian Conflicts: The Cases of China, Taiwan, and the Koreas, 131-148. New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Rush, Myron. (1993) “Fortune and Fate.” National Interest 31 (Spring), 19-25. (In E-

reserve, listed under Political Science 330.) 

Sestanovich, Stephen. (1993) “Did the West Undo the East?” National Interest 31 

(Spring), 26-34. (In E-Reserve, listed under Political Science 330.) 

Smith, Anthony D. (1994a) “The Crisis of Dual Legitimation.” In John Hutchinson and 

Anthony D. Smith, eds., Nationalism, 113-121. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Smith, Anthony D. (1994b) “The Origins of Nations.” In John Hutchinson and Anthony 

D. Smith, eds., Nationalism, 147-154. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Weber, Max. (1994) “The Nation,” 21-26. In John Hutchinson and Anthony D. Smith, 

eds., Nationalism, 21-6. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

West, Bing. (2008) “Decency, Toughness…and No Shortcuts.” The Atlantic, September 

24. 

“X.” [Kennan, George F.] (1947). “The Sources of Soviet Conduct.” Foreign Affairs 25 

(July), 566-582. 

Yu, Xiaodong. (2012) “China’s Greatest Challenge.” News China 54 (February), 15-18. 

 

Selected Sources for Background Information and Current Events 

Print sources:  

Commentary, Economist, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, Nation, National Review, New 

Republic, New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal. 

Selected Web sites: 

In addition to websites of the U.S. State Department and Ministries of Foreign Affairs of 

other countries, see also 

Freedom House http://www.freedomhouse.org 

United Nations http://www.un.org 

World Trade Organization http://www.wto.org 

International Monetary Fund http://www.imf.org 

World Bank http://www.worldbank.org 

 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/national_security_strategy.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/national_security_strategy.pdf
http://www.freedomhouse.org/
http://www.un.org/
http://www.wto.org/
http://www.imf.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/

