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An Exit Interview with Robin Ruback
Whether you know Robin Ruback or 

are reading her name for the first time, it 
is likely that some aspect of  your life in the 
Honors College has been influenced by her 
hard work.

Robin served as the Assistant/Associ-
ate Director of  the Honors College from 
2009-17, until her retirement. During that 
time, she did everything from scheduling, 
budgeting, supervising, reporting, admis-
sions, and recruitment, to less obvious roles 
like speaking at conferences and serving on 
campus-wide committees.

To say Robin was devoted to the Hon-
ors College is an understatement, so you 
might be surprised to learn how she got her 
start here.

In 1995, as a mother, aspiring business 
major, and commuter student, Robin re-
ceived her first letter of  acceptance to the 
Honors College.

Originally, she thought, “Oh, Honors 
College…more work! I can’t do this!”

However, after numerous recommen-
dations and a meeting with then Assistant 
Director, Janet Jesmok, Robin decided 
to give Honors a try. She got two weeks 
into her first class, “King Arthur and the 
Knights of  the Roundtable,” and thought it 
was too good to be true.

From then on, she believed, “anyone 
and everyone should join” the Honors Col-
lege.

Robin’s first extra role in Honors was 
as a student recruiter. She later joined the 
Honors College Student Association where 
she became treasurer, then president.

Robin continued meeting with Jesmok, 
which sparked her interest in the Assistant 
Director position and also helped her find 
her true passion as an English major.

Her first official job for the Honors 
College was in the front office, where she 
worked part-time with administrative staff  

during the summer. But just as Robin was 
learning all sides of  the College, it was time 
for her to graduate. 

“I was so sad to graduate,” Robin ex-
plains, “because I didn’t want it to be over.” 

However, Robin was hired as an Hon-
ors College advisor shortly after graduating. 
In this roll, she became an integral part of  
students’ lives, getting to know nearly every 
student coming and going from the Honors 
House. Then, in 2009, the Assistant Direc-
tor position opened again, and Robin quick-
ly interviewed for and received the job.

Over the next eight years Robin worked 
with three different Honors College Direc-
tors, beginning with Dr. Lawrence Baldas-
saro, then Dr. Charles Schuster, and cur-
rently, Dr. Peter Sands.

As the Assistant Director, Robin was 
involved in every aspect of  the school. Ac-
cording to Dr. Sands, she “helped shape 
the direction and quality of  the Honors 
College.”

During her eight years, she saw Honors 
admissions rise from 200 students to nearly 
650 students. Despite this dramatic increase 
in admissions, Robin gives credit to the 
Honors College for continuing to prioritize 
the individual student experience.

Robin maintained connections with 
students by conducting Senior Exit Inter-
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Director’s Note

An Exit Interview (continued)

Welcome to The Aggregate!
This is the inaugural issue of  a newslet-

ter we’ll be publishing twice a year to con-
nect our alums, current students, and Hon-
ors College supporters around the events, 
significant achievements, and opportunities 
in the College. We hope that you’ll enjoy 
reading about the travels, studies, and mile-
stones we report on, from memories of  
former staff  and faculty to profiles of  cur-
rent students to interesting tidbits from our 
far-flung but still connected graduates. 

We’re proud to recognize the work of  
past and present students and staff  here, 
and also to note that the newsletter is the 
collaborative product of  our faculty, staff, 
and some of  our students. Honors at UWM 
has been a community of  students and 
teachers devoted to excellence in learning 
for more than half  a century, and The Aggre-
gate is one of  our next steps in building that 
community.

An Honors education at UWM com-
bines the benefits of  a small, personalized 
liberal arts college with access to world-
class research and scholarship, giving you 
tools for success here, in graduate school, 
and in your lives beyond your time at the 
university. We’re proud of  what we offer, 
and we’re proud to celebrate it in these pag-
es. I hope that you will agree, and consider 
sending on your news items and story ideas. 

If  you haven’t been here in a while, 
please don’t hesitate to stop by the Honors 
House for a tour of  our building and meet 
with advisors and faculty members. We look 
forward to hearing your thoughts about The 
Aggregate, or just hearing from you!

views. This involved meeting with every 
graduating student for an hour to talk about 
their experiences in Honors and their goals 
for the future. After each interview, Robin 
composed a paragraph about the student to 
be read at the commencement ceremony, 
which, no surprise, Robin was in charge of  
organizing. 

“In my heart of  hearts, what I liked to 
do most was meet with students,” she re-
calls. “Those exit interviews, where I saw a 
student go from A to Z and show so much 
resilience, and really felt like we had a small 
role that we played in getting them to where 
they are going…that was the core of  why I 
loved the interviews so much.”

Dr. Sands worked closely with Robin, 
and speaks fondly of  the care Robin put 
into those interviews: “Unseen by most 
was the way she welcomed and made ex-
tra time for each student as an individual, 
ensuring they knew they have a home here, 

that someone paid attention, and that their 
memories and experiences are part of  the 
history of  the Honors College at UWM.”

Currently, Robin works for the Pres-
ident and CEO of  the Milwaukee Public 
Museum, and UWM Honors College alum-
ni, Dennis Kois. As a part-time Executive 
Assistant to the President, Robin is getting 
back to her roots in writing and editing.

Even though Robin has left the Hon-
ors College, she remains connected to the 
university through work with the Museum 
Studies Certificate. She is also frequently 
visited by current and past Honors College 
students and UWM faculty.

In the future, Robin is most excited 
about having the freedom to travel and see 
the people she loves. And in true Honors 
student fashion she adds, “That, and being 
able to sit somewhere warm with a nice cup 
of  coffee, not having anything else to do 
but read.”

Robin at Convocation. Photo courtesy of 
the Honors College.

Dr. Peter Sands 
Honors College Director

The Aggregate



3 • The Aggregate

Hailey McLaughlin 
English and Journalism

Honors College Goes Abroad
The Summer 2017 Honors College 

Study Abroad trip to London, England pro-
vided firsts for nearly everyone involved. A 
first time out of  the country. A first time 
working with someone new. A first Honors 
College Study Abroad trip.

For almost two weeks, a small group 
hopped the pond with Professors Alan 
Singer and David Southward to learn about 
rebels and royalty across England in “Roy-
als & Rebels: The History and Culture of  
Britain.”

The course took the group to the muse-
ums and landmarks of  London, Bath, and 
Oxford. The students would finish their 
busy days with class each night in a local 
pub.

The Honors College trip was a first 
chance to study abroad for Rachel Grem-
minger, who was able to see the world in a 
different light.

“I knew that if  I went through the 
Honors College the experience would be 
a well-rounded, intellectual one that would 
challenge me to look at things from many 
different viewpoints, and I was right. I also 
had always wanted to take a class with Pro-
fessor Singer and Professor Southward and 
I got to take a class with each of  them this 
way,” said Gremminger.

Throughout the Honors College, stu-
dents often feel a sense of  unity, but for 
those on the trip, the bond grew stronger 
as they discovered a new piece of  the world 
together.

Christine Bain said, “I think now that 
we’re all back, we see certain things that re-
mind us of  our trip and we can now reach 
out to each other and bond over it all.”

Even for faculty on the trip, there was 
a first; after years of  being Honors College 
colleagues, the two professors finally taught 
together.

“It was fabulous. It was a collaborative 
effort. That’s the main reason we’re doing it 
again,” said Professor Singer.

Throughout the trip, students had 
new experiences and made memories that 
forged a bond on the streets of  London. 
The students on the trip recall being “supe-
rior” bus and subway riders, and of  climb-
ing strange-looking trees.

While this was a first for so many, it 
won’t be a last. Another trip with the Hon-
ors College will come in the near future, of-
fering a new round of  firsts, and unity for a 
new group of  Honors students.

The class of “Royals and Rebels.” Photo courtesy of Dr. Alan Singer.

Professors Singer and Southward. Photo courtesy of Dr. Alan Singer. “Royals and Rebels” in London. Photo courtesy of Dr. Alan Singer.
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Kira Church 
Conservation and 
Environmental Science

At the Feria in Fuengirola, Spain. Photo courtesy of Kira Church.

Foreign Correspondence
Traveling abroad is an amazing and un-

forgettable experience. However, it is not al-
ways the rose-colored adventure Instagram 
would have you believe it to be. Whenever 
you live away from home, you face chal-
lenges. Some of  the challenges come from 
your own discomfort, but others come 
from being in a different political and social 
climate. These obstacles are what make an 
experience in a new place memorable and 
worthwhile.

I am currently living in a homestay in 
Seville, Spain with an older Spanish woman. 
Homestays are a very intimidating idea to 
many people, but for me it is a good option. 
I get to be a part of  the life of  someone 
who has lived in Seville since she was born.

Additionally, we have a lot of  opportu-
nities to talk, which helps me practice listen-
ing to and speaking the language. Learning 
grammatical rules in class is no substitute 
for putting those rules into practice.

If  you are planning on going abroad, it 
is important to take advantage of  your time 
in that country. The more you engage with 
the people and the place, the more you will 
learn, remember, and acclimate to the new 
environment.

It is also important that you know your 
limits. Missing a few events to give yourself  
alone time is more than alright.

The second weekend I was in Seville, 
some of  the women in my program wanted 
to go out to a club. It was a stressful week 
for me and I wasn’t feeling up to going, but 
I was worried I would miss out on an im-
portant bonding experience.

Fortunately, that was not the case. Even 

though my friends had a good time, I was 
by no means left out of  the group. I don’t 
regret missing that night at all because I 
needed the time for myself.

This semester is an unusually interest-
ing time to be in Spain because of  the Cat-
alonian independence referendum as well. 
I am not living in Catalonia, so I am not 
directly experiencing any of  the conflicts 
there, but I am seeing people’s reactions to 
it in Seville.

Recently, there have been a lot more 
people with Spanish flags over their balco-
nies in protest against the referendum. The 
news and classes are filled with discussion 
about the vote. It is a very complicated and 
injurious issue, but it is always interesting 
to listen to contradictory opinions and the 
reasoning behind them, especially in a new 
language.

I encourage everyone to explore the 
study abroad options offered through 
UWM. Start with a program search at the 
Center for International Education’s Study 
Abroad web page to find something that fits 
you. Also, while you’re abroad, it’s possible 
to receive UWM credit towards Honors. My 
best advice is to start planning, researching, 
and communicating with your advisors ear-
ly.

I know that my time abroad will always 
be something I remember fondly. There are 
good and bad days, but the times when I 
am uncomfortable are the times that I am 
learning the most. Pushing myself  outside 
of  my comfort zone has been the best way 
to grow and learn.

¡Saludos!

On the Balcón in Nerja, Spain. Photo courtesy of Kira Church.
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Rachel Radomski
English

Photo courtesy of Frievold Photography.

Starting Out: Samantha Brusky
If  you were to ask any architecture 

major at UWM what they do in their free 
time, they would simply stare at you blank-
ly, uncomprehending. Ask first-year student 
Samantha (Sammy) Brusky, and you’ll get a 
shrug as she dashes out of  the room to get 
to her Chemistry lab.

Sammy is one of  many architecture 
students within the Honors College. She 
is currently planning to continue at UWM 
for the Master of  Architecture (M.Arch)
degree, but she is well aware that her plans 
could change at any time.

While she is optimistic about her fu-
ture, Sammy says, “I don’t want to let my-
self  think about the next four years because 
I still have a long way to go to get there.” 
Part of  the reason for her optimism is her 
appreciation for the architecture program.

She describes it as intense, recounting 
the long hours students spend in the depths 
of  the architecture building. Despite that, 
“it’s my opinion that architecture is one of  
the most rewarding and progressive ma-
jors.”

Although her major is demanding 
enough in itself, Sammy decided to join 
the Honors College because it “promotes 
deep learning [and] intuitive discussions.” 
She finds that her peers “open your mind 
to new ideas in such a profound way.”

Sammy was at first overwhelmed with 
the amount of  work both the architecture 
program and the Honors College demand. 
Now, she credits her Honors advisors with 

helping her overcome some of  this appre-
hension.

Already, she has noticed a difference 
in her learning technique. Honors courses 
are notable for their small, discussion-style 
classes, often gathered at a seminar table.

She has noticed that the courses are also 
tailored to high-achieving students, redefin-
ing five-paragraph essays and encouraging 
provocative discussion. Sammy praises this, 
exclaiming that the Honors College has 
been “exactly what it was promised to be 
and more.” She feels as though her “writing 
has had a renaissance.”

Sammy’s experience, both as a UWM 
student and an Honors student, are re-
flective of  the administration’s hopes for 
incoming first-year students. She is eager 
to start her education and for the journey 
along the way.

To prospective students, she promises 
that even if  “it doesn’t seem like Honors is 
going to be possible, it totally is.”

Honors College Writing Awards 2016-17
First Place:
Hugo Martin A. Ljungbaeck, “The Feminine Threat: Reconsidering the Damsel in Distress in 
Early Disney Films”

Second Place:
Ian Cessna, “Small Voices and Big Stories”

First Place (Tie):
Tim Fischer, “Ideology Meets Production on the Eastern Front” and
Reanna Wicker, “Ideology of Soviet and German Production during WWII”

Second Place:
Grace Pontius, “Fighting Genocide with Effective Education”

Upper-Level Division

200-Level Division

The Aggregate
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Haley Kress 
Biomedical Sciences

Hailey McLaughlin 
English and Journalism

From Cottage to College

Our Living Learning Communities 

The rooms and hallways of  the Honors 
College weren’t always full of  students and 
professors debating topics and talking about 
senior projects. For a time in the building’s 
history, the Honors House served as the 
home for the nurses of  Columbia Hospital 
and Nursing College.

Known charmingly as the “Cottage,” 
the current home to Honors students was 
used for a wide variety of  medical purpos-
es, including as a dormitory for faculty, an 
occupational therapy building, and as class-
rooms for the nurses who took up resi-
dence there.

The lives of  the Columbia College of  
Nursing students were quite busy. Before 
1970, the students, all female, would work 
40 hours a week, with classes between their 
morning and night shifts. The curfew was 
11 p.m. for the nurses living in the residence 
halls, and male guests were not allowed en-
trance.

By the 1970’s, students could wear jeans 
to class, the curfew was abolished, and male 

guests were allowed every night, including 
Sundays.

The building was a part of  the Colum-
bia College of  Nursing until 2010 when 
the college moved to its current facility in 
Glendale. UWM acquired the building as 
part of  a $20.2 million purchase of  what 
we now call the Northwest Quadrant.  The 
Honors College moved in and the building 
was renamed the Honors House, giving stu-
dents a chance to learn in the classrooms of  
this historic building.

The Honors College offers its students 
two optional Living Learning Communities, 
or LLC’s, within the on-campus Sandburg 
Residence Hall.

Honors House One (HH1), the LLC 
for first-year Honors students, generally 
acts as a means of  creating an environment 
for first-year students to explore UWM 
with peers who are  just as new to the col-
lege experience.

Emphasis, of  course, should be put on 
“generally.” Among the shenanigans, first-
year students of  the 2016-17 HH1 had nu-
merous dance-offs, zealously decorated for 
every possible holiday, tried every micro-
waveable meal they could get their hands 
on, and made a pirate ship out of  a mini-
fridge box. These students proved that the 
residence halls are a place to live, after all.

The second Honors House LLC (HH2), 
while more subdued because its residents 
are busier, upper-level students, nonethe-
less continues the spirit of  camaraderie. 

Often, students share homemade cookies 
in the common area and, as classes increase 
in intensity, the HH2 students also capital-
ize on the benefit of  academically-focused 
study-buddies.

The beauty of  the Honors LLC’s is 
their fluidity. The community becomes as 
tight-knit, inquisitive, and united as the res-
idents and their interests want it to be, and 
they definitely are a place to have fun, grow, 
and live.

Game night in the Honors College LLC. Photo courtesy of Lizzy Stolow.

The Honors House, current day. Photo courtesy of Eli Liebenow.

Interior, Honors House. Photo courtesy of 
Eli Liebenow.
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Rachel Radomski 
English

Photo courtesy of Emily Thome.

Moving Forward: Emily Thome
When you first meet Emily Thome 

(‘17), you immediately notice her quiet con-
fidence. She is easygoing and eager to an-
swer questions, often elaborating until you 
become friendly, laughing with her like an 
old friend. It is a light trait that she possess-
es gracefully.

Emily graduated from UWM with a 
BA in English, Professional and Technical 
Writing, and a minor in Journalism. During 
that year, she submitted an article to the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel entitled “What 
It’s Like to Be the Prey on a City Street,” 
which you can find on its on-line archive.

At the beginning of  the summer, she 
applied for and received an internship at 
Trek Bikes. While there, she wrote an edito-
rial piece about how mountain biking em-
powers young women in addition to writing  
advertisements, emails, and product copy. 

Presently, Emily is working as a fashion 
copywriter for the Bonton Group (a con-
glomerate that contains Carson’s, Younkers, 
and Boston Store). She still does a lot of  
writing outside of  work and is currently 
campaigning to get sexual consent educa-
tion added to Wisconsin’s state school cur-
riculum.

Emily speaks highly of  her experience 
in the Honors College. It changed her at-
titude towards her college education, how 
she works with other people, and how she 
approaches assignments.

She recalls being particularly influenced 
by her peers, saying that “being around 
people who are passionate about the same 
things that you are can make class so much 
better...everybody was excited to be there 
and actually participated in class. It just 
made me like school more.”

Within the program, she explains, “you 
form relationships with the people in your 
classes that you don’t form outside [of  the 
Honors College]. The people that I’m still 
in contact with and still interested in keep-
ing contact with are from my Honors class-
es.”

Emily is also adamant about the im-
portance of  the small-group discussions 
that are a feature of  the Honors College. 

“There’s so much collaboration and con-
versation there that you definitely learn how 
to work with other people. Just because 
there is such a diverse group of  people in 
one room, you get the experience of  being 
with people who you don’t agree with,” she 
explains. She says that this type of  collabo-
ration has made her more open to working 
with her colleagues.

She describes Honors College faculty 
Dr. Benjamin Schneider’s “Dirty Realism” 
class as memorable, recalling that “it was 
my first Honors class. It made my college 
experience something that I was excited 
for…. I loved how open everybody was. It 
was more of  a discussion than [my] other 
classes. You’re talking and learning with 
these people.” That first class opened the 
gate to Emily’s personal and educational ex-
ploration.

Emily advises current and incoming 
Honors students to take advantage of  ev-
ery opportunity given to them. Validating 
the program’s efficacy, Emily promises that 
“having the Honors College on your re-
sume is something that people take notice 
of.”

“I miss the Honors College so much!” 
Emily laments, as you describe your own 
experience. You have grown excited about 
your own education while listening to her, 
realizing the potential your future holds. “It 
made me more open to being a better stu-
dent,” she explains, “This is just an exciting, 
engaging way to [experience education].”

The Aggregate
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Quincy Drane
Architecture

Haley Kress
Biomedical Sciences

Convocation 2017

Student Activities

Starting in 2015, the Honors College 
began hosting a welcome week event for 
incoming first-year students to get to know 
the College called Honors Convocation.

On the day of  Convocation, before 
the official activities begin, students have 
a chance to learn more about different 
Honors College and campus involvement 
opportunities by visiting program group ta-
bles near the conference room where the 
event is held.

At the start of  Convocation, Honors 
College Director Dr. Peter Sands spoke 
to the students about being a “Jack of  all 
trades” to show how the Honors College 
fits into every major, because it fits into stu-
dents’ lives. He made clear that the Hon-
ors College emphasizes intensive learning 
opportunities meant to develop students as 
human beings.

Students also heard from a keynote 
speaker, current Honors student Kaitlin 
Mader. Kaitlin spoke about how time flies 

in college and about understanding the im-
portance of  being in the moment, so as to 
absorb as much as one can while in college.

Honors College faculty member Pro-
fessor David Southward then spoke on 
the value of  embracing challenges and on 
seeking opportunities and experiences that 
make students feel uncomfortable, empha-
sizing that college is a place where students 
can grow.  He challenged students to learn 
something new through seeking out new 
and diverse educational situations.

In addition to the speakers, Interim As-
sistant Director Laura Blaska led a Q&A 
session with four current Honors College 
students. This was an opportunity for tips 
and advice for incoming students, and for 
them to ask questions about the Honors 
College.

Convocation wrapped up with a raffle 
drawing for prizes and an optional tour of  
the Honors House.

The Honors College Drama Club, the 
newest addition to the array of  Honors 
College activities, presented its inaugural 
production, The Goat, during Spring ‘17. 
Written by Edward Albee, The Goat is an 
academic, captivating play exploring the nu-
ances of  societal taboos involving bestiality.

In the semester preceding the play, 
Honors faculty member Jacqueline Stuh-
miller taught an Honors 200 seminar en-
titled “What is an Animal?” After taking 
Stuhmiller’s class, former UWM student 
and Music Education major Sean VanZee-
land decided to take on the challenge of  
interpreting and directing the play. This 
spurred the creation of  the Club, with Stuh-
miller as faculty advisor. The cast for The 
Goat consisted of  Courtney Raatz, Zakary 
Sharp, Greg Rowan, and Karol Nowak III, 
all Honors students.

Overall, the actors agree the production 
was a success, and a good start to the Drama 
Club’s goal of  presenting challenging and 

intellectually stimulating theatrical works. 
The Fall 17 production is Art by Yasmina 
Reza, a French play that dissects art and 
friendship. Honors Student and Film Major 
Karol Nowak III is the director.

With a cast of  only three actors, Art 
promises a demanding and emotional expe-
rience for cast and viewer alike.

The Goat. Photo courtesy of Lena Orwig.

Student panel at Convocation 2017. Photo 
courtesy of David Wolfe.

The Aggregate
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Rachel Radomski
English

Photo courtesy of Molly Kessler.

Looking Back: Molly Kessler
Molly Kessler (‘13) is an Honors College 

success story. She has kept contact with the 
Honors program throughout the comple-
tion of  her BA, MA, and PhD in English at 
UWM. Of  her choice to pursue and com-
plete her graduate education all in Milwau-
kee, she explains that “I always felt at home 
at UWM. My Honors College experience 
no doubt contributed to that sense.”

As an undergraduate student, Molly 
was an Honors College Peer Mentor and 
an Honors College Freshman Orientation 
Leader. As a graduate student, she says she 
“helped at events, talked with prospective 
and current students, and even taught some 
Honors students as an instructor in the En-
glish Department.”

Molly believes that “the Honors Col-
lege really gave me a foundation to succeed 
in my career as an academic.” Currently, she 
is an Assistant Professor of  English at the 
University of  Memphis, where her research 
involves examining the governing establish-
ments within the US healthcare system.

Her interest in teaching was fueled by 
her time spent working with students in 
the Honors College. “I felt like the Honors 
College faculty and staff  were invested in 
me, which made me work hard and commit 
myself,” she shares. “I try to create those 
same experiences for my students because 
I know how important it was to me when I 
was an undergraduate.”

Outside of  teaching, Molly is writing 
a book (the working title is Leaky Rhetorics) 
examining the stigma in Western language 
around digestive diseases. She is also work-
ing on projects with Dr. S. Scott Graham, 
of  the UWM English Department, explor-
ing challenges within the pharmaceutical 
market.

Speaking of  her time as an undergrad-
uate in the Honors College, Molly recalls 
Professor David Southward’s “Devious 

Cinema” and Professor Anne Dressel’s “A 
Failed System? An Exploration of  Ameri-
ca’s Health and Healthcare System,” as be-
ing particularly influential.

“Devious Cinema” stands out to her be-
cause of  friends from the class who she has 
retained and because of  the transformation 
she saw in her writing. “‘A Failed System’ 
was really the first time in my undergraduate 
studies,” she says, “where I could see a path 
forward in my own research. That class was 
really a platform for what I do now.”

Molly urges current and incoming Hon-
ors students to talk to their Honors profes-
sors. She knows from experience that they 
all want to see their students succeed, both 
in their courses and in their careers. She 
also suggests utilizing the College’s study 
space, something she still does when she is 
in town.

“The Honors College is made great by 
the people who are a part of  it—the stu-
dents, faculty, advisors, and administrators. 
That’s why I think it’s so important, as a stu-
dent, to get to know as many of  those peo-
ple as possible. Being involved, getting to 
know people, and trying to immerse your-
self  fully in the Honors College experience 
will help to make the student experience 
great.”

The Aggregate
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Quincy Drane
Architecture

“Picture This: Prints in Europe and America”

“The Science of Music” 

Countless times in an art course you 
are asked to examine a portrait or print of  
some kind. But, how many times were you 
able to actually see that portrait or print in 
person rather than in a textbook?

Students in Professor Hilary Snow’s 
course, “Picture This: Prints in Europe 
and America,” study prints and portraits 
up close and in person, taking advantage 
of  the incredible resources at UWM and in 
Milwaukee.

As an Art Historian, Snow partners 
with UWM’s Art History Department to 
visit The Art History Gallery. Each student 
can choose a work of  art from the gallery 
to research.

The students in “Picture This” also 
travel to the Milwaukee Art Museum, the 
Haggerty Museum of  Art at Marquette 
University, and the Special Collections at 
UWM.

Fall 2017 is the first time this course 
has been offered, however Snow regularly 

teaches other courses related to Art Histo-
ry, such as her Spring 17 course on Japanese 
woodblock prints.

Professor Snow provides students with 
resources that are available within our cam-
pus and city, and emphasizes that seeing art 
in person is important.

Knowing that not all students take mul-
tiple Art History courses, Professor Snow 
believes that if  students were to only take 
one course, “Picture This” would be a great 
choice.

Imagine walking into a classroom and 
seeing your professor standing there with a 
conch shell ready to blow a signal. Or see-
ing PVC pipes scattered in the classroom 
waiting for you and your classmates to play  
songs with them.

In Professor Chuck Wimpee’s course, 
“The Science of  Music,” students engage 
with instruments and materials to examine 
how and why they make their sounds.

Class sessions range from listening to 

interesting sounds (music) to using differ-
ent objects, such as PVC pipes, glass, or 
strings, to create music. This course ex-
plores pitch, tone color, harmony, rhythm, 
scales, and the way humans detect and in-
terpret sounds.

Professor Wimpee’s course is not meant 
only for students studying music or science; 
in fact, he conducts the class without asking   
or knowing whether students even play an  
instrument or read music.

Course Highlights

“The Science of Music.” Photo courtesy of Ian Izard. “The Science of Music” with instruments. Photo courtesy of Ian Izard.

“Picture This” at the Haggerty Museum. Photo courtesy of Dr. Hillary Snow.
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Familiar Faces
Lydia Equitz

We have all received at least twenty mes-
sages about scheduling our academic advis-
ing meetings, however, they leave out one 
important motivating factor: Aaron Dierks. 

Aaron joined the Honors College when 
a position for academic advising opened up 
shortly after he graduated with a Master’s 
degree in Counseling and Student Personnel 
from Minnesota State University-Mankato. 
He gave the “best interview of  his life” and 
the job has “been the perfect fit.” 

Aaron is the Honors College’s sched-
uling master; he has maneuvered through 
schedules of  students who are graduating 
early and who are involved in clubs and 
who hold full-time jobs. No matter how 
messy your schedule seems, there is nothing 
he has not seen. 

When I ask Aaron what classes he 
would take if  he could take the 21 Honors 
credits, he muses, “probably any biblical 

history or social science courses, and defi-
nitely study abroad.” 

Aaron thinks that if  he could re-do col-
lege, he might major in either physical or 
occupational therapy. He specifies “even if  
I went back, I doubt it would change my 
overall life satisfaction; I truly enjoy what 
I do.” 

Aaron appreciates academic advising be-
cause of  the Honors College’s high-achiev-
ing students and their unique personalities. 
He loves getting to meet all the Honors stu-
dents and helping them achieve their goals. 
He says, “each day here is challenging, both 
academically and personally, which makes it 
exciting.” 

While it is a requirement to make an aca-
demic advising meeting in order to schedule 
classes, you should look forward to meeting 
with the Honors College’s Aaron Dierks. 

Aaron Dierks

Master Editor, creative intellectual, 
and Harley Davidson enthusiast: meet the 
Honors College’s Lydia Equitz. Among her 
many inspirational qualities is her infectious 
academic enthusiasm. If  you step inside her 
classroom or office, you will immediately 
want to get involved. 

As a teacher, you can find her in her 
popular courses “Freudian Slips,” “The 
Last ‘Good’ War,” and “Homo Addictus.” 
Lydia explains that, if  she could, a dream 
course to design and teach would be “Life, 
the Universe, and Everything.” “I would try 
to make it count for science credit based on 
recent popular scientific treatments of  evo-
lution, astrophysics, anthropological con-
flict, and human behavior,” she says. 

This semester, Professor Equitz is 
teaching “Is God Dead.” She created the 

course 15 years ago because it was becom-
ing increasingly clear to her that important 
ideas surrounding atheism and religion were 
being suppressed out of  what was consid-
ered “politeness.”

If  she is not in class, you might also find 
her in her office, helping students revise 
their writing. She says her favorite papers to 
work through are the “hot mess papers that 
have ideas, but need a facelift.” 

Our Writing Specialist started here af-
ter she caught the Honors College’s eye 
through her impactful work as a tutor and 
Teaching Assistant in the English Depart-
ment. Professor Equitz says she adores the 
Honors College because it is “a fulfilling, 
pay-it-forward position.” 

If  you have not yet met Lydia Equitz, 
then what are you waiting for? 

Photo courtesy of the Honors College.

Photo courtesy of the Honors College.

Samantha Brusky
Architecture
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News 

The Aggregate’s Voice
The Honors College is made up of  a 

conglomerate of  students with diverse 
backgrounds, each bringing their own set 
of  experiences to the table. We have around 
650 unique students studying an array of  
subjects. We have faculty and staff  who 
specialize in fields that cover a large range 
of  academic areas and student services.

Our voices and opinions are highly in-
dividual, and though we may meet on cer-
tain issues, it is the differences between us 
that are most valuable. As Honors students, 
we are engaged in discussing our shared 
and opposing values on a day-to-day basis, 
building our relationships and our ability to 
communicate.

Our goal is to have The Aggregate re-
flect what is unique about the Honors Col-
lege: presenting stories we may be familiar 
with in a new way; bringing to light the 
amazing things we may not realize are hap-
pening within the College; focusing on the 
inspiring community in which we live and 
learn.

As contributors to The Aggregate, we 
work toward achieving balance in our voic-
es. We have a team of  eight individuals, 
each of  whom bring their own style to the 

pieces they write, but we all exist as part of  
a whole.

The Aggregate contains recurring sec-
tions, including “Starting Out” and “Moving 
Forward,” featuring current and past Hon-
ors students, “Foreign Correspondence,” a 
dispatch from an Honors student abroad, 
and “Familiar Faces,” short interviews with 
the members of  the Honors College faculty 
and staff.  It will also contain features that 
will vary from issue to issue, like the inter-
view with Robin Ruback and the article on 
the Honors College trip to England.

We hope that our words and pictures 
engage people throughout this incredible 
community of  which we are proud to be 
a part.

The Aggregate

Haley Kress, Samantha Brusky, Madeline Ninmann, Quincy Drane, Rachel 
Radomski. Not pictured: Kira Church, Ian Izard, and Hailey McLaughlin. 
Photo courtesy of the Honors College.

2016-17 Honors College Scholarship Awardees
Edward and Diane Zore Honors College 
Scholarship
Janelle Barcellano
Jessica Hufford
Molly Kiefer
Madeline Ninmann
Bailey Flannery
Inge Snethen-Hoogstra
Mackenzie Tubridy
Rebecca Willer

Lawrence Baldassaro Honors College 
Scholarship
Gabriella Cisneros  
Chyaine Rosenthal

KleinOsowski Honors College
Scholarship
Jessica Nitz 

Honors College Study Abroad 
Scholarship
Janelle Barcellano England
Victoria Crawford  England
Quincy Drane  France
Rachel Gremminger England
Jessye Hale   England
Erin Hoffman  China
Madeline Ninmann  France
Rachel Olson  England
William Schmidt  Germany
Mackenzie Tubridy Russia
Rebecca Willer  England
David Wolfe  France
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