LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES – 8250

This course provides a study of Latin America from a multidisciplinary perspective, with a deeper concentration of issues covered than in Cultures & Civilizations. Latin American  Studies focuses on the histories, peoples, cultures, and geographies that unify the region, as well as differences that distinguish countries in Latin America. This course will explore and analyze the following topics: indigenous cultures, key figures, European colonization and its effects, independence movements and nation-building, neocolonialism, revolutions, authoritarianism, the impact of the Cold War, recent challenges (including migration and globalization issues), achievements, issues of race, class and gender, and future outlook. In this semester long course, certain nations have been selected as case studies to exemplify broader regional trends in different time periods. One common theme in the later units will be the interest and involvement of the United States in the affairs of its geopolitical neighbors to the south. Students will be expected to further develop critical thinking and communication skills, as well as to form a reflective attitude through writing, research, analytical reading, and discussing with regards to issues faced by the peoples of Latin America.

	GRADES:  11-12
	CREDIT:  ½  

	LENGTH:  1 semester
	PREREQUISITE:  Cultures & Civilizations, U. S. History or AP Gov.


