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Title:  CUBA:  REVOLUTION / EVOLUTION and THE NEXT GENERATION

Level: introductory College / University

Duration:  To be taught in 2-hour segments, once weekly for 12 weeks, followed by 10-day travel to Cuba

This curriculum is designed for a spring 2018 course at Carroll University as part of the General Education Curriculum’s Cross-Cultural Experiences program followed by travel to the country studied.

The travel experience will be under the people-to-people travel license of Witness for Peace for a period of 10-days.  The trip to Cuba will include meetings with Cubans from a wide spectrum of organizations, and representing a variety of perspectives. In Cuba, students should be fully prepared and engaged, willing to interact with peers and the Cubans, and always be sensitive to challenges of encountering a very different culture and society than their own.
Suggested Readings:

Cuban Revelations:  Behind the Scenes in Havana (Contemporary Cuba) Marc Frank. University of 
Florida Press.  2015.

Cuba-U.S. Relations. Obama and Beyond.  Arnold August. Fernwood Publishing. 2017.

Cuba and its Neighbours: Democracy in Motion.  Arnold August.  Zed Books.  2013.
Cuba - Culture Smart: A Quick Guide to Customs and Etiquette.  Mandy Macdonald. Kuperand. 2006.

Course Focus and Overall Goals and Objectives:

With the collapse of Cuba’s patron, the Soviet Union, and in the face of a tightened US embargo, Cuba has struggled to sustain key aspects of its revolution while initiating a process of an economic reform whose end point is uncertain; and it has yet to begin serious political reform. To some extent, Cuban citizens have reacted, adapted and often initiated change on their own. 

This course seeks to provide students with a comprehensive overview of Cuban history, politics, culture and international relations, and to give students a deeper understanding of the challenges, dilemmas, and prospects surrounding Cuba’s continued adaptation to its post-Cold War global environment.
Students completing this course will explore the cultural and sociopolitical differences between CUBA and the United States, research the multi-faceted dimensions of Cuban society (its multicultural composition, economic policies, educational programs, literacy and medical  brigades, political and social history, human rights record, and recent  developments in Cuban and U.S. relations since the Cuban Revolution.)

A  general overview of how U.S. policy impacts people in Cuba will be a major theme component.  

Focus will be on the Cuban government and its policies, as they relate to social policies in the areas of health care, education, the economy, and the next generation of Cuban citizens.

Course-Specific Learning Objectives:

As  related to the Cuban culture, upon successful completion  of  the course, students will be able to

comprehend concepts related to revolution and evolution in a variety of areas in Cuban life by

Demonstrating competence in

· The ability to identify and assess elements of Cuban culture since the Cuban Revolution of 1959 on the processes of revolution and evolution (radical reform and gradual development) through the influence of Cuban culture, media, technology, and other factors of its current generation; and 

· The ability to explain (and defend) perspectives of native Cubans, Cuban Americans, and Americans from personal experiences, professional (interdisciplinary) vantage points of course readings, and local community leaders’ views (both Cubans and Cuban Americans).

Concepts / Terminology

Literacy Campaigns / Brigades

ELAM (Latin American School of Medicine)

embargo vs. blockade

revolution vs. evolution

socialism vs. capitalism

hegemony

socialized medicine

revolutionary art

cartoneras

alternative healthcare / alternative medicine

food sovereignty

popular education / Liberation Theology

Methodology:

· Instructors will introduce students to the above concepts and terminology.

· Instructors will facilitate discussions and activities (debates, community interviews, creation of digital narrations, poster sessions, etc.) with students to increase critical thinking and communication skills on the subject of Cuba, its government and its people.

· Instructors will draw on other sources (literature, films, guest speakers, electronic resources) around the subject of Cuba.

Useful Websites:

An audio report on the Trump administration’s changes at The Grass is Greener-2017-06-17 Coalition Press Conference on Trump's New Cuba "Policy" by wxrw, 

https://wicuba.wordpress.com/2017/01/05/strolling-through-the-streets-of-cuba-photo-essay/
Strolling Through the Streets of Cuba Photo Essay (Aliocha Boi)

https://wicuba.wordpress.com/home/
Wisconsin Coalition to Normalize Relations with Cuba

http://witnessforpeace.org/delegations/cuba/
Witness for Peace Travel Delegations to Cuba

http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/latin-america-rising/baptists-and-popular-education-in-cuba-an-interview-with-joel-suarez
Martin Luther King Center, Havana

Additionally, students will study a handful of bills recently challenging the embargo on Cuba have been reintroduced in the House and Senate, as follows:

House Bills
✱ The Cuba Trade Act (H.R. 442)


Introduced by Rep. Tom Emmer (R-MN-6)

This bill would allow businesses in the private sector to trade freely with Cuba, while prohibiting taxpayer funds to be used on promotion or development of a new market.

✱ The Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act (H.R. 351)
Introduced by Rep. Mark Sanford (R-SC-1)
The bill simply removes the current travel restrictions to Cuba.

✱ The Cuba Agricultural Exports Act (H.R. 525)
Introduced by Rep. Eric A. Crawford (R-AR-1)
This bill seeks to repeal financing restrictions, allowing firms in the U.S. to offer credit to Cuba in connection with exports of U.S. agricultural goods. It also seeks to eliminate restrictions on key federal funding used in agricultural export promotions.

Senate Bills

✱ The Agricultural Export Expansion Act (S.275)


Introduced by Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND)

This bill aims to lift the ban on private banks and companies offering credit for agricultural exports to Cuba, and to help level the playing field for exporters across the country and support American jobs.

✱ The Freedom to Export to Cuba Act
Introduced by Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)
This bill would lift the current embargo and allow more U.S. goods to be exported to Cuba. The bill would also eliminate the legal barriers to Americans doing business in Cuba. It does not repeal provisions of current law that address human rights in Cuba or that allow individuals and businesses to pursue claims against the Cuban government. 

✱ The Freedom to Travel to Cuba Act
Introduced by Sen. Jeff Flake (R-AZ)
This bill would eliminate current restrictions on traveling to Cuba for tourist purposes. Additionally, ahead of the Trump Administration's expected release of its U.S.-Cuba policy review, which will determine whether or not to continue policies that made it easier to travel to Cuba, this legislation would completely and permanently deregulate U.S. travel to Cuba.
Course Schedule

· Week 1.  Films:  Dulce amargo from 7 Days in Havana / Maestra
* Week 2.   Topic:  Revolution vs. Evolution. The Golden Age of Revolutionary Movements 

in Latin America as a response to dictatorial regimes. The Literacy Campaign of 1960 

Reading:  Cuban Revelations:  Behind the Scenes in Havana (Marc Frank)

Part I:  Revolution on the Ropes (1994-2008) Post-Revolutionary Cuba / concept of popular education
* Week 3.  Topic:  Art and Music of the Cuban Revolution & The Next Generation

Reading:  Cuban Revelations:  Behind the Scenes in Havana (Marc Frank)   Part II:  Raúl Castro in Power (2008-2009) The Transition in Leadership Years

Re-assessment of Socialism and Reform.   Human Rights Issues.
* Week 4.  Films:  Fidel Castro, Dare to Dream: How a Medical School Can Change the World. Cuba’s Latin American Medical School (ELAM) /  Maestra

Topics:  The Politics of the Cuban Revolution / Universal Rights of Healthcare and Education

* Week 5.  Films:  PM (1961), Memories of Underdevelopment (1968)

Topics:  The Politics of Cuban Film / Cuban Literature—consolidation and dissent / cartoneras

Economics and Society in the Cuban Revolution (From Marxist-Leninism to Marjet-Leninism)

Reading: Cuban Revelations:  Behind the Scenes in Havana (Marc Frank)   

Part III:  The Road to Reform (2009-2010) Reformist Cuba:  Econmics, Trade, privitized 

small businesses, tourism.  Human Rights Issues persist.

People-to-People Travel :  Definitions and limitations.  Current U.S. Travel Regulations

The role of non-profit organizaions in Cuba

* Week 6.  Topics:  U.S.-Cuban Relations, Then and Now

The Special Period, Reforms, Political Opposition / Politics and Governance

· Week 7.  Film:  Hasta cierto punto  (Race, Ethnicity, and Gender

* Week 8.  Topic:  The Legacy of Fidel Castro and Che Guevara

· Week 9.  Topic:  Renewed Relations between Cuba and U.S.

Reading:  Cuban Revelations:  Behind the Scenes in Havana (Marc Frank)    

Part IV:  Brave New World  (2010-2013)  Present-Day Cuba & the Historic Obama Visit
· Week 10.  Cuba - Culture Smart: A Quick Guide to Customs and Etiquette. CUBA: KEY FACTS, LAND AND PEOPLE /   Peer Group Presentations  / Re-Cap

· Week 11.  Cuba - Culture Smart: A Quick Guide to Customs and Etiquette. VALUES AND ATTITUDES, CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS , THE CUBANS AT HOME /  Peer Group Presentations  / Re-Cap
• Week 12.  Cuba - Culture Smart: A Quick Guide to Customs and Etiquette. BUSINESS BRIEFING, COMMUNICATING  / PREPARE FOR  TRAVEL PORTFOLIOS - share anticipations/ expectations & discuss goals
Pre-departure examination and presentations.

Preparations for Travel.
Havana is one of Latin America's most important and vibrant cities.  It is also the epicenter of historical contests over notions of cubanidad and the ways in which race helps to define Cuban national identity.  Students will travel throughout the Cuban capital and visit important sites marking not only Republican and Revolutionary history but also the racial history of the island.  In addition to Havana, students will take an excursion to Matanzas (and perhaps other cities To Be Determined) that will provide a non-primary city perspective on the construction and implementation of racial norms and practices.
For a current list of UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) World Heritage Centre sites in CUBA, go to

http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/cu
UNESCO's World Heritage Mission is to

Encourage countries to sign the World Heritage Convention and to ensure the protection of their natural and cultural heritage;

Encourage States Parties to the Convention to nominate sites within their national territory for inclusion on the World Heritage List;

Encourage States Parties to establish management plans and set up reporting systems on the state of conservation of their World Heritage sites;

Help States Parties safeguard World Heritage properties by providing technical assistance and professional training;

Provide emergency assistance for World Heritage sites in immediate danger;

Support States Parties' public awareness-building activities for World Heritage conservation;

Encourage participation of the local population in the preservation of their cultural and natural heritage;

Encourage international cooperation in the conservation of our world's cultural and natural heritage.


